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CHAPTER XXVI

CHANCELLORSVILLE—SUNDAY, MAY 3D

Wuex Stuart arrived and took command, he was
entirely ignorant of the situation except as to its
general features. Rodes’ plan to wait for the morning
was approved by him and all activity was postponed
until dawn. Stuart then set about making a personal
and general reconnaissance and directed Col. Alexander,
in his capacity as Chief of Artillery, to examine the
ground for artillery positions.

A careful reconnaissance extending throughout the
night convinced Alexander that a frontal attack through
the dense woods against the enemy’s works and artillery
position would prove most costly to the Confederates,
even if successful. The Federal infantry in the far
edge of the forest not only lay behind exceptionally
strong breastworks, with the approaches well protected
by abattis, but a powerful artillery was massed behind
individual epaulments on the crest of the hill behind and
within easy canister range of the woods, through which
an attack would have to be made. He soon found that
there were but two possible outlets by means of which
the Confederate artillery could be brought to the front.
The first was the direct route of the Plank Road de-
bouching from the forest beyond the schoolhouse and
the junction of that road with the Bullock Road at a
point not over 400 yards from the position of the hostile
guns, part of which enfiladed the roadway for a long
distance towards the woods. In advance of their main
artillery position, the enemy had placed three pieces of
Dimick’s Battery behind an earthwork across the road
and abreast of the infantry line. FEven a casual ex-
amination of this route was sufficient to convince Alex-
ander of its impracticability for the advance of artillery,
which could only move up the narrow road in column of
pieces and would, therefore, be destroyed piecemeal be-
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fore it could be thrown into action. 'The utmost dash
and gallantry of the gunners would simply be sacrificed
in such circumstances.

The second outlet was a vista, some 200 yards long, a
lane cleared on both sides to a width of 25 yards, which
ran parallel to the Plank Road about 400 yards to the
south. This vista terminated at its eastern end in the
narrow dirt road leading from Hazel Grove to the
Plank Road and it was in this clearing that Col. Winn’s
men had abandoned the two guns and three caissons,
which they had captured from the train of the 8d Corps
about 6 r. »., subsequently recovered by Sickles. It was
reached from the Plank Road not only by the dirt road
running to Hazel Grove 1,000 yards to the south, over
which route Pleasonton had dispatched the regiment of
cavalry to Howard’s assistance, but by a second road
half a mile to the rear of the Confederate infantry
line. Pegram had from the first appreciated the value
of the opening, and, as we have seen, had posted Cham-
berlayne with a section in it the evening of the 2d in
support of McGowan’s right, from which position
Chamberlayne had been able to deliver a more or less
random fire through the woods when Sickles’ left col-
lided with McGowan’s right, about midnight.

At dawn, Alexander posted 17 guns as follows:
Capt. E. A. Marye, of Walker’s Battalion, with two
Napoleons and two rifles in the clearing about the school-
house, at which point Pender’s line crossed the Plank
Road, and a short distance in rear, and also on the road,
Capt. Brunson with his battery of four rifles, of the same
battalion. It was necessary for the latter to fire over
Marye’s head, for in no other way could the guns be
placed. Capt. R. C. M. Page, of Carter’s Battalion,
was placed with three Napoleons in the thin woods some
300 yards south of the Plank Road and on the dirt road
leading to Hazel Grove, to fire upon the enemy’s infan-
try lines until ordered elsewhere. Lieut. Chamberlayne
of Walker’s Battalion, with two Napoleons, was masked
in the pines at the eastern end of the vista to assist the
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infantry in its advance and then accompany it, while
Maj. Pegram, with Davidson’s and McGraw’s batteries
of Walker’s Battalion, took position at the western end
of the vista. Placing four Napoleons on a small cleared
knoll 400 yards to his rear to fire over the trees at the
enemy’s smoke, he held his entire command well in hand
to advance down the vista and the dirt road towards
Hazel Grove, when circumstances should permit the oc-
cupation of that position. Alexander’s, Brown’s,
Carter’s, Jones’, and MecIntosh’s battalions were held
in the rear in column along the Plank Road.

Col. Alexander convinced Stuart that the Hazel
Grove position, which commanded Fairview Heights,
was the key to the Federal line, and Archer’s Brigade
which had come up during the night and formed on
McGowan’s right, thus occupying the extreme right of
the Confederate line, was ordered at daylight to seize
the hill, which Sickles had all but abandoned. Archer
at once advanced through the woods, driving the hand-
ful of Federal skirmishers before him, and charged
about 400 yards across the open fields in front of the
Hazel Grove position. Pressing up the slope, his men
seized the hill and captured the four pieces of artillery.
Within 90 minutes after the attack commenced, Hazel
Grove was in possession of the Confederates, its wanton
desertion by Sickles having destroyed all chance of a
successful resistance by Hooker, in the lines then oc-
cupied by his troops.

Stuart was now to reap the benefit of Alexander’s
Judicious disposition of the artillery, for at 5 a. . the
latter ordered Maj. Pegram to move forward and oc-
cupy Hazel Grove, and Col. Carter to move as many
of his pieces as possible up to the schoolhouse. Pegram,
all in readiness, responded, and before 6 a. a. had placed
Chamberlayne’s Battery of his own battalion and
Page’s of Carter’s Battalion in position on the forward
crest of Hazel Grove. The sight that met his eyes was
one to fill the soul of an artilleryman with joy. ILess
than 1,500 yards to the northeast the enemy’s position
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lay before him, and his own guns almost completely en-
filaded those of the enemy in the road and were able to
deliver an oblique fire upon the others on Fairview
ridge. Meantime, Col. Carter had moved up to Marye’s
position at the schoolhouse, with six pieces of his own
battalion. Without hesitating a moment, Pegram
opened with his eight pieces upon the enemy, joined by
Carter’s group of ten on the road, thus at the outset
subjecting the enemy’s guns to a cross fire.

But until the Artillery opened fire, Stuart had not
recognized the vast importance of Archer’s capture, and
while Pegram and Carter were getting into position, a
useless sacrifice of Lane’s and Ramseur’s men had been

made by furiously hurling them against Berry’s and
Williams’ intrenchments in the woods, from which the
Federals were, however, driven back upon their main
line just in front of Fairview. After an hour of
desperate fighting, Stuart’s whole line was in turn
driven out of the works, and Archer himself was forced
to fall back to Hazel Grove, where he took up a position
in support of Pegram’s guns. It was clear now that
extreme efforts would be required to drive the Federals
from their strong position, for Hooker had established
the 1st, 2d, and 5th corps on his line, threatening to turn
the Confederate left where a desperate conflict was
raging.

Meanwhile Stuart had seen the value of Pegram’s
position, to which Alexander had, meantime, ordered
Moody’s and Woolfolk’s batteries and Parker’s section
of his own battalion, with ten guns under Maj. Huger,
and Brooke’s, Smith’s, and Watson’s batteries of
Brown’s Battalion under Capt. Watson, Lusk’s, and
Wooding’s batteries of MeclIntosh’s Battalion under
Maj. Poague, and Tanner’s and Carrington’s batteries
of Jones’ Battalion, all of which immediately went into
action. McIntosh with a rifled section of Thompson’s
Louisiana Battery of Jones’ Battalion moved down the
road to Brunson’s position, while Maj. Jones with
portions of W. P. Carter’s, Reese’s, and Fry’s batteries
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of Carter’s Battalion, Tanner’s Battery of his own, and
a section of Taylor’s Battery of Alexander’s Battalion,
twelve pieces in all, moved further to the front and to
the left of the schoolhouse group of ten pieces, now
under Maj. Braxton. Col. Carter about this time as-
sumed control of his own, Huger’s, and Poague’s bat-
teries at Hazel GIOVC and Col Walker of Brown’s,
Pegram’s, and Jones’ batteries at that same point.

Alexander states that perhaps 50 guns were engaged
at Hazel Grove, though not over 40 at any one time,
as the batteries had to be relieved from time to time to
replenish their ammunition. 'The fire which Pegram,
then Walker and Carter, conducted from this point was
perhaps for an hour the most continuous and rapid ever
delivered by the Confederate Artillery. Every caisson
had to be well filled during the night, vet many of them
were emptied within the hour, some of the better-served
pieces, those under Pegram, firing as rapidly as three
rounds a minute, which was an exceptionally rapid rate
for the time.

As an artillery position, Hazel Grove was ideal and
Alexander’s battalion commanders made the best of
it. Somewhat greater in elevation than Fairview, its
bushy crest all but obscured the Confederate guns, well
drawn back from the view of the enemy, whose shells
bursting beyond the narrow ridge, or in the depression
in front, were quite harmless. Few reached their diffi-
cult target, while the Federal position presented an ex-
tensive and easy target to the Confederate guns. It is
remarkable how the Federal cannoneers managed to

maintain their fire against such odds, yet they did so and
although severely punished by Alexander’s artillery,
their guns formed the rallying point for Hooker’s
troops below them in the woods, and they inflicted
terrible losses upon Hill’s attacking infantry. Had the
Confederates been provided with good ammunition for
their guns, it is doubtful if the Federal Artillery could
have made the stand it did. An extraordinarily large
percentage of the Confederate shells failed to burst, and
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many were even more ineffective by reason of premature
explosions. With the very best ammunition the error
of the fuse, and consequently the area of dispersion, is
large, but the mean burst is easily ascertained and rang-
ing becomes fairly simple and accurate. On the other
hand, ranging with the Confederate ammunition was
extremely difficult. The writer has heard this point dis-
cussed by numerous Confederate artillery officers, who
declared that ranging with them was ordinarily mere
guess work, and that frequently a dozen bursts gave
them no knowledge whatever of the true range. In-
deed it was most discouraging to the Confederate gun-
ners to fire and fire upon a perfectly visible target under
the easiest conditions, and see not a sign of effect from
their shells, and this is a fact which must be considered
by the artillery student of the war.

Soon Anderson united with Stuart’s right, the former
moving his left up to Mine Creek from the furnace,
while Hardaway followed with three rifles of Jordan’s
Battery. Before moving off, Hardaway left Capt.
Dance with one rifle of Jordan’s Battery, one Napoleon,
and one howitzer of Hupp’s and two howitzers of
Hurt’s, with instructions to follow Mahone’s advance
along tlic Plank Road to the east. Dance at once oc-
cupied a fine position on a knoll to the right of the road,
and about 900 yards from the enemy’s breastworks.

Proceeding along the ravine, Hardaway encountered
Gen. Lee, who had selected a position on a wooded hill,
which the Major was directed to prepare for his three
guns, and from which he opened an active fire upon the
Fairview guns, after the axmen with great labor had
cut a roadway thereto.

By 9 a. m. the Federal artillery fire had appreciably
slackened, many of the guns having exhausted their am-
munition since no provision was made to resupply them
in spite of the urgent requests of the officers. Besides,
the IFederal Artillery had suffered severely from the
terrible cross fire, which Carter, Pegram, and McIntosh,
now reénforced by Hardaway’s guns, had been directing
for nearly two hours upon Fairview.
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It was at this juncture that the veteran commander
of the Richmond Letcher Battery, Capt. Greenlee
Davidson, received his mortal wound at the very mo-
ment of victory. In the words of Maj. Pegram, he
was “one of the most gallant, meritorious, and efficient
officers in the service.”

About this time Col. Walker assumed the active
direction of his battalion, of which Pegram had sent
Davidson’s and Chamberlayne’s, together with Page’s
of Carter’s Battalion, to the rear to replenish their am-
munition. Col. Brown also assumed active control of
the artillery of the 2d Corps.

Concerning the Federal artillery position and the ef-
fect of the Confederate fire, Capt. Clermont L. Best,
4th United States Artillery, Chief of Artillery, 12th
Corps, after explaining how his guns had been in-
trenched during the night of May 3d, had the following
to say: “Our position would not have been forced had
the flanks of our line of guns been successfully main-
tained. An important point, an open field about a mile
to our left and front, guarded by a brigade of our
troops (not of the 12th Corps) and a battery—was
seemingly taken by a small force of the enemy and the
battery captured and turned on us with fearful effect,
blowing up one of our caissons, killing Capt. Hampton,
and enfilading Gen. Geary’s line. It was most un-
fortunate. My line of guns, however, kept to its work
manfully until 9 A. M., when, finding our infantry in
front withdrawn, our right and left turned, and the
enemy’s musketry so advanced as to pick off our men
and horses, I was compelled to withdraw my guns
to save them. We were also nearly exhausted of am-
munition.”

The remarks of Capt. Best are much more conclusive
of the service rendered by Alexander and his batteries
than anything the Confederate gunners themselves

might have said. The effect of Alexander’s fire Gen.
Hunt also characterized as fearful.
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The Federal line of battle was now along the heights
below and a short distance west of Fairview. Sickles’
Corps connecting with Slocum’s on the left, occupied
this line to the Plank Road and across it. On his right
was a portion of the 2d Corps and beyond behind breast-
works thrown up during the night along the Ely’s Ford
Road, and separated by a small interval from Couch,
lay the 1st Corps under Reynolds. On Slocum’s left
and facing towards Fredericksburg the 5th Corps op-
posed McLaws, while the remnants of Howard’s Corps
was massing beyond Meade. Thus Hooker still had 60,-
000 infantry in line while the combined strength of
Stuart, Anderson, and McLaws, after the losses of the
1st and 2d, was not over 40,000. But the élan of
Stuart’s men had not waned in spite of the unsuccess-
ful attempts of the morning to drive the enemy from
their strengthened line, and each minute the efforts of
the Confederate Artillery became more telling. There
was nothing for Stuart to do but to organize a fresh at-
tack. The spirit of the brave leader as he rode the lines
encouraging his men was contagious. Entirely relieved
of anXIetv for his right flank by the union with Ander-
son’s line in that quarter, he now massed his infantry on
the left to drive the enemy out of the position from
which they were threatening his flank, to the support of
which Ramseur’s Brigade had been sent. Finally,
about 9:30 A. M., a third assault was made and the Fed-
eral line was broken by the sheer valour of Jackson’s
infantry. 'The Artillery had meantime crushed the
Fairview batteries, the very keystone of the whole
structure of resistance.

As the Confederate infantry surged forward through
the woods, Carter, Jones, and MclIntosh dashed down
the road and up the slopes of Fairview to the crest,
while the batteries at Hazel Grove crossed the valley in
their front, and, joining with the others in action, poured
a whirlwind of fire upon the retiring Federals and their
batteries, the latter withdrawing to their ammunition
trains.



MAJOR JOIIN PELILAM
CHIEF ITORSE ARTILLERY
Killed at Kellysville. 1863
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The Federals now endeavored to make a stand near
the Chancellorsville house, but without success. En-
filaded from the west by Carter’s group, fired upon
from their right front by Pegram’s batteries and from
their front by Jordan’s guns, which Hardaway had
meantime brought upon the southern edge of the
plateau, and entirely without breastworks, their re-
sistance was gallant but brief. At this juncture,
Hooker, while standing on the porch of the Chancellor
house, was put hors de combat by a fragment of brick
torn from a pillar by one of Jordan’s shells, and did not
recover for several hours. For a time his defeated army
was without a leader.

About 1 a. M., Lee joined Stuart near the Chancellor
house and directed that both infantry and artillery re-
plenish ammunition and renew the assault. The enemy
having stubbornly fallen back to a line of works pre-
pared by Warren, running along the Ely’s Ford and
United States Ford roads, with its apex at the White
House, thus covered their avenues of retreat.

When the Federals fell back to their works after be-
ing shelled for about an hour, the Confederate batteries
at once advanced to the turnpike and threw up hasty
intrenchments from which a desultory fire was main-
tained upon that portion of the line near the White
House. About 3 p. M. Colston’s Division, which had
been temporarily withdrawn, reformed, and, resupplied
with ammunition, was ordered by Gen. Lee to move for-
ward towards the United States Ford for the purpose of
developing the enemy’s position. Page’s Morris Bat-
tery of Napoleons accompanied Colston. Hardly had
Colston’s men been set in motion when the enemy
opened upon them with twelve pieces of artillery from a
barbette battery on an eminence, and although Page re-
plied to this fire for half an hour or more, nothing
serious was attempted and Colston was directed to draw
off and intrench. Meanwhile Maj. Hardaway with thir-
teen rifled pieces, including two of Fry’s, two of
Marye’s, and two of W. P. Carter’s, Jordan’s four rifles
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and three of Hurt’s, was ordered to accompany Gen.
Anderson to the river for the purpose of shelling the
enemy’s wagon trains on the north bank near Scott’s
Dam, about 114 miles below the United States Ford.

The Confederates had before noon practically come
to a standstill on the Chancellor plateau, for disquieting
news had reached Gen. Lee from the rear. Sedgwick
had finally forced Early’s flimsy line and compelled the
Confederates opposite Fredericksburg to fall back.
Operations about Chancellorsville were perforce sus-
pended while Gen. Lee’s attention was directed to the
new danger.
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CHAPTER XXVII

CHANCELLORSVILLE, CONTINUED—FREDERICKSBURG AND
SALEM CHURCH-—MAY 3D

Wz left Early and Pendleton on the morning of the
2d disposing their men and guns to oppose as best they
could Sedgwick’s advance, the Federals pretty much in
the same position and attitude they had assumed the
evening before. Before 10 a. M. Gen. Early, however,
directed Maj. Andrews to feel the enemy with his guns,
and accordingly Maj. Latimer opened with two rifles on
that portion of the hostile line near Deep Run, while
Graham’s and Brown’s Parrotts on Lee’s Hill directed
their fire upon the infantry and batteries massed near
the Pratt house, driving them to cover. ILatimer drew
no fire, but two batteries on the north bank and several
on the south side of the river responded with energy to
that of Graham’s and Brown’s guns. Soon after this
affair, Early rode to the left to confer with Pendleton,
who was directing the disposition of Walton’s guns
along the Stansbury Hill, with a view to firing upon the
enemy’s masses about Falmouth. While he was with
Pendleton, Col. Chilton, Gen. Lee’s Adjutant-General,
arrived with verbal orders for him, directing that he
move at once to Chancellorsville with all his infantry
but one brigade, and that Gen. Pendleton should with-
draw all the artillery along the Telegraph Road,
especially all the heavier pieces, to Chesterfield, ex-
cept eight or ten guns which were to follow the rest when
forced by the enemy to do so. Karly and Pendleton
both advanced many objections to the withdrawal of
their forces at such a time, which in their opinion would
only invite the advance of the enemy, but were informed
that the commanding general was convinced of the
wisdom of crushing Hooker’s force and that, having
done so, he could then return to Fredericksburg and
drive Sedgwick off if necessary. To do this, all his
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infantry was needed, but more artillery about Chancel-
lorsville would be superfluous, and the small detaining
force was only expected to delay Sedgwick long enough
for the Artillery and trains to withdraw. Such was the
substance of Chilton’s remarks. The orders as de-
livered to Gen. Early left him no discretion and, much
against their will, he and Pendleton, about noon, set
about executing them. Hays’ Brigade was directed to
relieve Barksdale’s Regiment in the town and to remain
with Pendleton’s artillery force. It was late in the
afternoon, however, before the infantry column moved
off from Karly’s line along the military road from
Hamilton’s Crossing to the Telegraph Road, and then
along a cross road leading into the Plank Road, fol-
lowed by Maj. Andrews with his own battalion and
Graham’s Battery.

Pendleton had, before noon, ordered Nelson’s Bat-
talion to withdraw first since it was least exposed to the
view of the enemy. The three 20-pounder Parrotts of
Rhett’s Battery were replaced by the lighter and less
valued pieces of Patterson’s and Fraser’s batteries.
Lieut. Tunis with the Whitworth moved over from
the extreme right and with Rhett’s Battery and
Nelson’s Battalion retired along the Telegraph Road
while Richardson’s Battery which Walton had detached
to Karly’s line rejoined its battalion. Col. Cabell
also withdrew Carlton’s Battery from ILee’s Hill and
moved to the rear in command of the entire column
of 22 pieces. Pendleton, therefore, retained in position
after noon but 15 guns. Of these six guns of the Wash-
ington Artillery and Parker’s two 10-pounder Parrotts
were held in position on Marye’s Hill and the ridge to
the left, Fraser’s three and one of Patterson’s guns on
Lee’s Hill, and three of Patterson’s on the ridge back of
the Howison house. During the withdrawal of his bat-
teries, Pendleton resorted to every subterfuge to make
it appear to the enemy as if additional guns were being
brought into position. After remaining idle the greater
part of the afternoon, the Federals at last began to send
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forward their skirmishers and to mass on the north bank
as if to cross. Pendleton now ordered Col. Cabell to re-
turn with Carlton’s Battery.

Upon arriving with the head of his column at the
Plank Road leading to Chancellorsville just before
dark, Early received a note from Gen. Lee saying that
he was not expected to withdraw his division from Fred-
ericksburg, if by remaining Sedgwick could be checked,
as by neutralizing the 30,000 Federals with his 10,000
men Karly could render far greater service than he could
at Chancellorsville. Thus had Chilton misunderstood
the commanding general’s directions, and led to an all
but disastrous movement in Lee’s rear by denying
Early and Pendleton all discretion in the execution of
the orders he transmitted to them. The incident well
illustrates the danger of verbal orders and from orders
in any form emanating from one not actually conversant
with the conditions in remote quarters of the field of
operations. What Gen. Lee had intended for instruec-
tions were transmitted as positive orders.

Early had hardly received the message from Gen. Lee
when he was informed by Gen. Barksdale through a
courier, at the rear of his column, that the enemy had ad-
vanced in force against Hays’ weak line, and that both
Hays and Pendleton had sent word that all the ar-
tillery would be captured, unless they received immediate
relief. Meantime Barksdale, with rare good judgment,
and in the exercise of that initiative on the part of a sub-
ordinate so valuable on such occasions, had retraced his
steps with his own regiments, followed by Gordon’s Bri-
gade. Karly at once gave the order for his main column
to do the same.

Sedgwick, upon discovering the Confederate with-
drawal, had crossed the remainder of his corps about
dark, and moved towards the River Road, or Bowling
Green Road, below the town, driving Col. Penn’s Regi-
ment of Hays’ Brigade back to the line of the railroad,
and then formed line with his main body along the
river. Fortunately, he had not seriously attempted to
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take the town. The heavy masses of the enemy seen at
Falmouth, earlier in the day, were the troops of the 1st
Corps under Reynolds moving to the left to reénforce
Hooker.

Between 10 and 11 »p. M. Early’s Division reoccupied
its old line and skirmishers were thrown out towards
the River Road, Barksdale again occupying the town
and Hays moving to Early’s right. Before notice of
Early’s decision to return reached Pendleton he had,
after deliberate consultation with Hays, withdrawn the
Artillery, Walton’s batteries moving off first, followed
by those on Lee’s Hill. But Pendleton had scarcely
reached the Telegraph Road with the rear batteries,
when he met Barksdale returning to the field and was
told by him that the orders were to hold Fredericks-
burg at all hazards. Pendleton, as well as Hays, who
was at Marye’s Hill supervising the final preparation
for the retirement of his brigade, was naturally much
puzzled by the incomprehensible conflict of orders they
had received during the day, but was finally assured
by Iarly himself that the confusion had resulted from
Chilton’s mistake, and that since Barksdale and Gordon
had both returned of their own accord he had thought
best to reoccupy his lines so long as it was possible to do
so. Pendleton, in complete codperation with Karly,
though much perplexed, and weakened by having sent
so many of his guns to the rear, v--mptly directed
Walton and Cabell to reoccupy thiciv vositions, the
former being assigned to the command of the artillery
on Marye’s Hill and the latter to that on I.ee’s and the
Howison Hill. It was 1 ». a1. when the 19 guns, includ-
ing those of Carlton’s Battery, remaining for the de-
fense of so important a position, were reéstablished in
position.

At 11 ». M. Sedgwick received a much belated order
from Hooker to march upon Chancellorsville with all
haste. ILeaving one division to cover his rear and skir-
mish with the Confederates in its front, he moved his
other two divisions up the river towards Fredericks-
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burg. Had Hooker’s orders been duly received, his ad-
vance would have been all but unopposed. KEven now
delays occurred, and although Gen. Warren arrived at
2 A. M. to hasten forward his movement, the head of
Sedgwick’s column did not enter the town, but 3 miles
from the bridge at Franklin’s Crossing, until daylight.
Having detected the movement of the enemy, and be-
lieving that Sedgwick’s main effort would be made on
the left, Pendleton at once advised EKarly, who dis-
patched Hays Brigade from his right, to reénforce
Barksdale near the town.

Meanwhile, Gibbon had thrown a bridge at the town
and crossed over with his division of the 2d Corps. With
the Federal advance were several batteries, to engage
which Pendleton directed Walton to send a section of
artillery to the most advanced works on the left. Mean-
time Barksdale had directed Maj. Eshleman to move a
piece of Miller’s Battery, which commanded the Plank
Road leading from the town, to the left front, thus un-
known to Pendleton uncovering the most important ap-
proach to Marye’s Hill.

To meet the enemy, Early now had 7 companies of
Barksdale’s Brigade between the Marye house and the
Plank Road, 3 companies on the Telegraph Road at the
foot of Marye’s Hill, and 2 regiments on the ridges of
Lee’s and Howison’s hills, while one of Hays' regi-
ments covered Barksdale’s right and 2 occupied the
Stansbury ridge. The extreme right was held by Hoke’s
and Smith’s brigades with Andrews’ Battalion of ar-
tillery and Richardson’s and Graham’s batteries in their
old works.

Very shortly after daylight Sedgwick commenced
demonstrations at Deep Run as if to turn Hoke’s line,
throwing forward his skirmishers up the ravine formed
by the stream. In spite of Latimer’s fire, a large body
succeeded in reaching the railroad behind which it re-
mained while several Federal batteries played upon
Latimer’s guns. Andrews now brought Graham’s and
Brown’s batteries from the right to the support of Lati-
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mer’s two Napoleons, and also Carpenter’s rifled section,
which engaged in a duel with the enemy’s artillery as
well as firing upon their infantry. Finally Hoke moved
out and drove the enemy from behind the railroad em-
bankment, while Andrews’ batteries played upon the
retiring troops.

As soon as the advance division (Newton’s) of Sedg-
wick’s Corps had entered the town, four regiments were
sent forward to attack the Confederate line in rear of
it, advancing over the ground made famous in Decem-
ber by the desperate charges of Burnside’s divisions.
Once more the brave Federal infantry pressed up to
within a few paces of the stone wall and rifle pits at the
base of the hills, while Pendleton’s batteries poured
shell and canister into their ranks with dreadful effect,
and Barksdale’s men, reserving their fire until the last
moment, hurled the attacking columns back in a blizzard
of musketry fire. Once more the enemy withdrew to
cover behind the accidents of the ground, while their bat-
teries in the town poured their fire with unrelenting
vigor upon Marye’s Hill. At all points Sedgwick’s
men were repulsed, but it was apparent to the defenders
that the ever-increasing force in the town was only
temporarily balked. The glorious news of J ackson’s
victory at Chancellorsville, which had just been received,
ispired the gray line to redouble its efforts. :

Sedgwick now determined to turn the Confederate
position and directed Howe with his rear division, on the
left of Hazel Run, against the opposing line, while
Gibbon was ordered to move up the river from the town
and turn the Confederate left. But Howe found the
works in his front and those which extended beyond his
left occupied, while the stream on his right deterred him
from assaulting Marye’s Hill in flank, and Gibbon’s ad-
vance was barred by the canal behind which on the
Stansbury Hill were the men of Hays Brigade, and
the pickets of Wilcox’s Brigade on Taylor House Hill.
Information of Gibbon’s movement was at once sent
Wilcox, who, leaving one section of Lewis’ Battery and
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50 men at Banks’ Ford, had hastened down in person
with the other section of the battery under Lieut.
Nathan Penick, and threw his guns in action first on the
Taylor House Hill, then on the Stansbury ridge. Soon
he also brought up Moore’s (Huger’s) Battery, two
rifles of which on the Taylor House Hill engaged the
enemy’s guns in Falmouth and on the plain below, for
about two hours, while the latter sought to prepare for
Sedgwick’s final efforts.

When Gibbon and Howe, whose men unable to ad-
vance also sought the cover of the ground, reported the
impracticability of turning the Confederate position, the
resolute Sedgwick determined to storm the opposing
works. For this purpose, Newton’s Division in front
of the town was to be organized into two columns for the
assault of Marye’s Hill, while Howe was to move up
Hazel Run and attack Lee’s Hill. Newton’s two col-
umns, of two regiments each, with two regiments in sup-
port, moved forward on the right of the Plank Road
while Col. Burnham with four regiments in line of bat-
tle, to the left of the road, charged directly upon the
rifle pits at the base of Marye’s Hill. The works against
which these troops charged were now held by but two
regiments supported by six guns on the hill above under
Walton, who directed a withering fire of canister upon
the enemy. As before, the I'ederals reeled and broke,
only to be rallied and led back with the same result. But
under a flag of truce for the purpose of allowing the
enemy to recover their dead, the fire in this quarter was
now suspended. This action by the Confederates was en-
tirely unauthorized by proper authority and was due to
the strange good nature of a gallant officer, Col. Griffin
of the 18th Mississippi, who received the flag and hon-
ored the request in spite of the fact that Howe was
actively engaged in attacking Hays’ line only a few hun-
dred yards to his right. Not only did Griffin suspend
the fire on his portion of the line, but he allowed his men
to show themselves, and when Newton was apprised by
his returning officers how weak the line was which had
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repulsed him, the three columns were ordered forward
again upon the termination of the local truce. It was
now that the full effect of Chilton’s dreadful blunder, as
well as Barksdale’s unwarranted interference with
Pendleton’s dispositions, were to be felt. Instead of 37
guns in position to repel the enemy, there remained less
than half that number, and the direct approach up the
Plank Road instead of being completely dominated by
Miller’s guns was exposed only to the fire of the six
pieces on the hill, above and behind the stone wall, the
few defenders of which finding themselves assailed from
every side by superior numbers were unable to check the
onset. The Federals dashed on up to and over the works,
completely overpowering the Mississippians, most of
whom were either killed, wounded or captured in the
desperate hand-to-hand conflict which ensued. Thus did
Griffin reap the whirlwind which he had sown. It was
now 11 A. »., and so rapid had been Newton’s final as-
sault that Hays and Wilcox, the latter having by this
time assembled a portion of his brigade on Taylor’s Hill,
had not had time to come to Barksdale’s aid. The
enemy, after securing the works at its base, swarmed up
Marye’s Hill and seized five of Walton’s guns and
Parker’s two to their left, before they could be with-
drawn, but the gunners kept to their work to the last.
Seeing Newton’s success, Pendleton at once caused the
guns on ILee’s Hill to be directed on the enemy
on Marye’s Hill, and brought up two pieces of
Patterson’s Battery from near the Howison house,
which opened fire from the brow near the Telegraph
Road. Just at this moment Richardson’s Battery ar-
rived at the Howison Hill from the right, from whence
it had been dispatched by Early, and was sent by
Pendleton to join Walton, who assumed direction of
the guns firing upon Marye’s Hill, while Barksdale
formed a regiment in line to the left of the Telegraph
Road in their support.

The enemy now advanced his batteries on the plain
in support of Howe’s column, which vigorously assailed
Lee’s Hill. Upon these Carlton’s and Fraser’s bat-
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teries under direction of Col. Cabell poured a rapid fire
of canister, but they, too, were forced to withdraw as
the infantry supports in their front fell back along the
Telegraph Road, contesting every foot of ground. In
withdrawing, Richardson was compelled to abandon a
piece, the horses of which were all shot down. Fraser,
in the meantime, had been directing the fire of his left
piece upon Marye’s Hill, while his other piece and Carl-
ton’s Battery continued to hurl canister upon Howe’s
men. Not until the enemy all but reached their guns
did Fraser and Carlton withdraw them, the former
saving both his guns by substituting a caisson limber for
a gun limber which had been blown up. While direct-
ing this difficult task under a galling fire, Lieut. I'. A.
Habersham, of Fraser’s Battery, was struck in the head
and killed by a large fragment of shell, but his body
was borne from the field on the shoulders of his can-
noneers. Cabell now led his two batteries to the rear
along the Telegraph Road and formed Carlton’s for
action near the pump at the Leach house, while Early
hurried up with his troops from near Hamilton’s Cross-
ing and formed them on the line which the remnants of
Barksdale’s Brigade was holding in front of the Cox
house, about two miles in rear of Lee’s Hill. Walton
had been ordered to the rear along the Telegraph Road,
and directed to occupy the first favorable position with
his remaining guns. Soon the enemy brought a battery
into action near the brick house in rear of the Howison
house and engaged Carlton, who replied until his am-
munition was expended, when Walton was ordered to
bring up his ten pieces and relieve Carlton and Fraser,
the former having lost one man killed and eight
wounded in the duel.

One incident in connection with Carlton’s Battery
should here be mentioned, as it illustrates the coolness
and heroism of the Confederate gunner. An unex-
ploded shell fell among Carlton’s guns with the fuse
still burning. Its explosion would have certainly
caused the death of several men. Without pausing an



524 Tae LoNng ArM orF LEE

instant in his work, Lieut. Thomas A. Murray, who was
busily engaged in sighting his piece, called private
Richard W. Saye’s attention to the dangerous projectile
which lay at their feet and Saye, picking it up, hurled
it over the parapet of the work. The shell burst as it
fell to the ground in the ditch beyond.

Pendleton in his report mentions the mortification he
experienced in seeing Walton’s and Patterson’s guns
captured by the enemy. FIortunately the day has come
when it is considered an honor and not a disgrace for the
artillerymen to lose guns in such circumstances. In
this affair it does not appear that any criticism can be
made to the discredit of the gunners, for they remained
at their posts until the last, and by the nature of the
ground were cut off from saving their guns. The ar-
tilleryman who feels that he must save his pieces, or be
disgraced before his comrades in arms, finds a strong
mcentive to “pull out” before actually necessary, and
where such a spirit prevails the subaltern who cannot
view the whole field in its general aspect is too apt to
anticipate the crisis and retire his guns when by remain-
ing in action a few minutes longer he might materially
influence the issue. 'Then, too, the guns give the bravest
infantry additional assurance. Nothing is more inspir-
ing to a sorely pressed infantry than the nearby crash
of supporting guns and nothing more disheartening to
the foot soldiers than the sight of their artillery sup-
ports drawing off from the post of danger. Upon such
facts the more modern and sounder rule has been based
that artillery when practicable must seek positions in
close proximity to the advanced infantry, and remain
with it until to do so longer becomes but a useless sacri-
fice of men and guns. The mere personal knowledge
that their batteries are still in the fight is of great moral
support to the infantrymen who must after all bear the
ultimate shock of an assault driven home. If by losing
a single piece or many, the force of the enemy’s blow can
be reduced by the artillery to within the limits of the
defending infantry’s power of resistance, then by all
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means the guns should be gladly lost and much honor
accorded the gunners who are resolute enough to lose
them, for it must be remembered that if the infantry is
overborne and swept from the field, the artillery as a
rule must fall with it. Let us all be thankful that the
old idea that under no circumstances must a gun be lost,
a rule which continued to be accepted from the time of
the War of Liberation to the Franco-German War, has
at last been abandoned, and that Bernadotte’s proud
boast that in all his battles he had never lost a piece no
longer does him any credit in the eyes of the world.

This point is well covered by Hohenlohe, who dis-
cusses at length the evils which flowed in 1866 from the
Prussian batteries withdrawing from the front line to
refit, or when their ammunition ran short. Of course,
there were exceptions even then, such as in the case of
Von der Goltz’s Battery at Koniggritz. Ordinarily,
however, they were too prone to fall back when custom
and the regulations warranted it. But before 1870, the
German artillerymen had learned that to lose guns was
not dishonorable and at Chateaudun instead of a battery
withdrawing when its ammunition had been exhausted
and its material greatly injured, the battery commander
made his cannoneers mount the limbers and sing the
“Wacht am Rhine” until the commanding general
should see fit to order them to retire or until a fresh
supply of ammunition might arrive.

That Pendleton’s batteries remained long enough at
their posts at Fredericksburg is amply attested by their
losses. In Walton’s Battalion of Washington Artillery,
there were four men killed, and four wounded, including
Lieut. De Russy, besides the losses in material ete.,
which was two 3-inch rifles of Squire’s, one 12-pounder
howitzer of Richardson’s, one 12-pounder Napoleon of
Miller’s, and a 12-pounder howitzer and a 12-pounder
Napoleon of Eshleman’s Battery, four limbers, one cais-
son, and 29 horses. In Lieut. Brown’s section of
Parker’s Battery, the loss including the section com-
mander was 23 officers and men captured, two 10-
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pounder Parrotts, 2 limbers, 2 caissons, and 28 horses.
Patterson of Cutt’s Battalion lost 8 men wounded, one
Napoleon, one 13-pounder howitzer, 2 limbers disabled,
and 4 horses killed, while Fraser lost one officer killed
and one caisson and limber by explosion. Carlton’s loss
was one man killed, 10 wounded and 3 horses. ILater
Patterson’s two pieces were recaptured, so the total
loss of the artillery under Pendleton was 6 officers, 64
men, total 70; 8 guns and limbers, 4 caissons and 64
horses.

Sedgwick, as we have seen, did not press along the
Telegraph Road, but followed the direct route to Chan-
cellorsville along the Plank Road. Wilcox, cut off by
the Federal advance from Early, instead of trying to
establish connection with him, determined to delay
Sedgwick’s progress as much as possible. Ie, there-
fore, and with a keen perception of the best part he was
able to play, drew up his brigade in line on a ridge
running from Stansbury Hill to a point on the Plank
Road some 500 yards in front of the Guest house, and
placing two rifled pieces of Moore’s and Lieut. Barks-
dale’s section of Penick’s (Lewis’) batteries in his
front, shelled the Federal troops on Marye’s Hill and
the adjacent height at a range of about 800 yards. For
a time this checked the enemy, but soon their skirmishers
advanced to within 400 yards of the guns with dense
lines following. A force that was sent below the Plank
Road threatened to turn Wilcox’s right, whereupon he
ordered Moore and Penick to retire and withdrew his
men along the River Road to a point half a mile in rear
of Dr. Taylor’s house. In this affair, Lieut. Barksdale,
of Lewis’ Battery, was severely wounded. So active
were Moore and Penick that Sedgwick mistook them
for a horse battery.

The slowness and caution with which the Federals
advanced encouraged Wilcox to move back to the Plank
Road and again seek to delay their progress to-
wards Chancellorsville. Deploying a troop of cavalry
which he happened to have with him, in some pines in
rear of Downman’s house, he moved his brigade and five
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batteries to Salem Church, about five miles from Fred-
ericksburg, where Cobb’s rifled section of Penick’s Bat-
tery went into position near the toll gate, while Moore’s
Battery sought a position 1,000 yards to the rear near
the church itself. In the meantime one of Early’s aides
had informed Gen. Lee of the loss of the position in his
rear, whereupon, as we have seen, he postponed his as-
sault on Hooker’s new lines, and dispatched McLaws
with Mahone’s, Wofford’s, Semmes’, and Kershaw’s
brigades to the support of Wilcox.

Upon forming line in front of Salem Church, Wil-
cox calmly awaited the arrival of the head of Sedgwick’s
column, which soon came up pushing Maj. Collins’
small cavalry detachment down the road. Lieut. Cobb
now opened fire with his two pieces, but was almost im-
mediately driven from his position by a battery with the
Federal advance guard, and fell back upon Moore’s
position, soon followed by Wilcox’s Brigade, which re-
formed on the line already occupied by McLaws’
troops at Salem Church.

Leaving Wofford at the junction of the turnpike and
Plank Road, McLaws formed his line of battle perpen-
dicular to the latter in front of the church, with Mahone
on the left, Semmes next, then Wilcox across the road,
and Kershaw on the right. Wofford took position on
Kershaw’s right when ordered up, while the two bat-
teries remained in the road. Wilcox placed a number of
his men in the church and also some in a schoolhouse
about 60 yards in advance of his line. 'These dis-
positions had hardly been made when Brooks” Division
moving forward rapidly in line of battle, and athwart
the road, with Newton’s Division in close support,
rushed into the open space between the toll gate and the
church, while Sedgwick’s batteries drove Moore and
Penick from the road after the latter had fired a single
shot. Thus McLaws was left entirely without artillery
in the engagement which followed. The Confederate
line, however, lay well retired, in a thick growth of
woods which afforded much shelter from the hostile
guns.
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After shelling the woods for about 20 minutes, the
Federals advanced, Bartlett’s Brigade, which boasted it
had never been repulsed, on the left of the first line. On
came the charging troops, cheering as they entered the
woods, but when they had pressed to within 80 yards of
the Confederate line they were received by a tremendous
volley of musketry which momentarily checked the ad-
vance. In spite of the Confederate fire, Bartlett’s brave
men soon recovered their formation and swept on, tak-
ing the schoolhouse and its small garrison as it passed.
But Wilcox, having held a regiment in reserve, now
hurled it upon Bartlett’s disordered line, and after a
desperate encounter at close quarters, the Iederals
were broken and pressed back past the schoolhouse.
Brooks’ right had also been checked and broken. Sedg-
wick hurried forward his second line to save the day,
but all in vain, for Semmes and Wilcox advanced their
entire brigades and drove the enemy from the field clear
back to the toll gate in a dangerously prolonged pur-
suit. At that point Sedgwick’s massed reserves, to-
gether with the closing in of night, forbade further
progress on the part of the Confederates. Meanwhile,
Col. Alexander with his battalion and Maj. Hamilton
with Manly’s and McCarthy’s batteries of Cabell’s Bat-
talion, had been ordered from the Chancellorsville
plateau down the Plank Road to the support of Me-
Laws, but arrived too late to take part in the engage-
ment. The necessity of withdrawing these guns from
so critical a point was due simply to the fact that Gen.
Lee was entirely without an artillery reserve. Every
piece, except those of Nelson’s Battalion, which had
been ordered to the rear as a result of the disastrous
verbal order erroneously transmitted by Chilton, was
engaged. Salem Church was in effect a rear guard
action, and for use in such a contingency reserve ar-
tillery was created. One cannot fail to see how crippled
the commander-in-chief had been by the loss of two of his
battalions. Had they been present, Pendleton’s two bat-
talions would no doubt have been available as a reserve,
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instead of being committed at the outset. As a reserve,
these battalions would have been held at Gen. Lee’s
immediate disposal, and would have, therefore, been
among the first troops to arrive at Salem Church in sup-
port of Wilcox. McLaws would then have had Nelson’s
and Cutts’ six fresh batteries, with which to repulse
Sedgwick instead of parts of two much-damaged ones,
without ammunition enough to remain in action at the
critical moment. Since Gen. Lee was able to withdraw
Alexander’s four and Hamilton’s two batteries from
Chancellorsville, it is apparent that he would have been
free to dispense with Pendleton’s six batteries had they
been present, and without weakening his front by taking
so many guns from his advanced lines.

The sturdy Wilcox had, however, almost without ar-
tillery fought a superb rear guard action. I'ew better
examples of the kind are to be found. In the nick of
time, he had interposed his small force between the
enemy and Lee’s rear, after Early and Pendleton had
been forced from the path. But much credit is also due
Early and Pendleton, for they with 10,000 men and a
few guns had for the better part of two days neutralized
Sedgwick’s whole corps of 30,000 men. Wilcox’s Bri-
gade had lost 500 officers and men, but Bartlett’s Bri-
gade alone of some 1,500 men had experienced casual-
ties aggregating 580.

Sedgwick’s line now extended from the river above
Banks’” Ford to Fredericksburg, and during the night
a bridge was thrown at the ford.



CHAPTER XXVIII

CHANCELLORSVILLE—MAY 4

AN hour before sunset on the 3d, Early was informed
that McLaws was moving down the Plank Road to
meet Sedgwick, and that he, Early, was expected, if
possible, to codperate with McLaws in overwhelming
the enemy’s column. Early was then three miles from
Salem Church and, satisfied that he could render no as-
sistance to McLaws at so late an hour, advised him that
he would concentrate his force during the night, and en-
deavor to drive the enemy from Lee’s and Marye’s hills
at dawn, throwing forward his left to connect with
Wofford on the right of Salem Church. Both Lee and
MecLaws approved this plan.

It was late in the evening when Early succeeded in
concentrating his division, one battery only with a regi-
ment of infantry in support being left on the right of
the Cox house ridge, so as to guard the flank beyond the
Telegraph Road against any movement of the enemy
up the Deep Creek Valley. Early’s plan was to ad-
vance along the Telegraph Road with Gordon’s Bri-
gade in the front line, followed by Andrews’ Battalion
of artillery and Graham’s Battery, with Smith’s and
Barksdale’s brigades in rear forming a second line, and
to throw Hays’ and Hoke’s brigades across Hazel Run
opposite his position so as to move down the left bank
while he attacked the heights held by the enemy along
the road. Upon recovering Marye’s and Lee’s hills,
he proposed to occupy them with Pendleton’s batteries
and Barksdale’s men while Hays and Hoke, crossing
Hazel Hun at the ford on his left, connected with Mec-
Laws, and Gordon and Smith moved along the Plank
Road up river.

At dawn, Gordon moved off along the Telegraph
Road and found Lee’s Hill unoccupied, but a body of
hostile infantry moving westward along the Plank
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Road halted and took position behind an embankment
of the road between Marye’s Hill and the ridge above.
In the valley between Guest’s and Downman’s houses,
there was also a large body of the enemy’s infantry and
a battery at the latter house. Andrews, who had accom-
panied Gordon, now placed Graham’s Battery in
position on the Telegraph Road along the western face
of Lee’s Hill, and opened on the enemy’s troops in the
valley, while Gordon’s skirmishers descended the hill
and advanced upon them. At this juncture, two large
bodies of hostile infantry, probably brigades, crossed
the ridge just beyond the Alum Spring Mill and
threatened Gordon’s left, as his line advanced, but
Graham shifted his fire upon them and drove them to
cover. Gordon then made a dash across the run and
after a sharp encounter drove off the enemy behind the
road embankment, captured some prisoners, several
commissary wagons, and a battery wagon and a forge
with their teams. This gave Karly possession of
Marye’s and Cemetery hills again, and while Smith
moved up to the support of Gordon, Barksdale reoc-
cupied the sunken road behind the wall at the base of
Marye’s Hill, under a heavy fire from the batteries on
Stafford Heights, and was ordered to seize the town
itself, the bridge head, and a large wagon camp seen
there. But Barksdale was unable to occupy the town,
which was still held by Gibbon’s Division of the 2d
Corps, and the wagon train decamped.

Having disposed of the enemy’s infantry, Graham
turned his two 20-pounder Parrotts upon the battery at
Downman’s which had been free to fire upon him, and
drove it off to the Guest house out of reach.

The enemy now held a line of shallow trenches ex-
tending from Taylor’s Hill to the brow of the hill be-
yond Alum Spring Mill, while Gordon and Smith had
occupied the trenches along the crests from the Plank
Road towards Taylor’s Hill, with their backs towards
Fredericksburg. Smith was now ordered to advance
towards Taylor’s Hill, and in pressing forward up the
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slope was opened upon by the Federal batteries at the
Taylor house with such effect that his movement was
checked. The enemy appeared in such strength and in-
flicted such losses upon him that his brigade was with-
drawn to its former position.

Hays’ and Hoke’s brigades had, meanwhile, moved
down the left bank of Hazel Run, and had taken up a
position from which they could connect with McLaws’
right, by moving across the ridge on which Downman’s
house stood, and of this fact Karly now notified Mec-
Laws. McLaws did not attack, however, but informed
Early that Anderson was coming up to his support.
When these troops began to arrive at Salem Church,
Early drew Hays and Hoke further back to his right,
placing the former in line at the base of the Alum
Springs Hill, from which concealed position the brigade
might move up the wooded slope on to the plain above,
which was occupied by the enemy. Hoke was concealed
in the woods on the lower end of the Downman house
ridge. Gen. Lee now arrived and, personally examining
Early’s dispositions, approved his plan of attack, which
was for Hays and Hoke to press forward to the Plank
Road, while Gordon supported by Smith endeavored to
sweep the crests in front of him, and to turn the Federal
left resting on the river.

Sedgwick’s main line covered the Plank Road for
some distance on the south side, its center on the ridge
along which the road runs and both flanks retired and
resting on the river above and below. His main ar-
tillery position was within his line and at the Guest
house, while other guns were on his left front facing
Early. Skirmishers were thrown out upon the ridges
in his front.

‘When dawn broke, no communication had yet been re-
ceived from Hooker by Sedgwick, and he was still under
orders to move to Chancellorsville. At an early hour,
Early’s movements in the latter’s rear had caused him to
deploy Howe’s Division facing to the rear and perpen-
dicular to the Plank Road. His scouts had reported
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that a column of the enemy, 15,000 strong, had arrived
from Richmond and occupied the heights at Fredericks-
burg. At once abandoning all idea of taking the ag-
gressive, Sedgwick was bent only upon crossing the
river, but this in spite of the bridge at Banks’ Ford,
now within his line, he did not dare attempt by day-
light. And so, with a line much attenuated and facing
in three directions, east, south, and west, he awaited
events. At last a welecome dispatch from Hooker, which
authorized him to cross at Banks’ Ford, or fall back
upon Fredericksburg, and directing him not to attack,
was received; but a little later another message arrived
urging Sedgwick to hold a position on the south bank,
to which he replied that he was threatened on two
fronts, that his line was a poor one for defense, and that
his bridge was endangered, closing with a request for
assistance. Receiving no reply to this message he de-
cided to remain in position until nightfall. Howe’s Di-
vision still extended from the river to a point a short
distance south of the Plank Road. Brooks’ Division
was on the right of Howe, forming line at right angles
with him, and parallel to the road, while Newton’s Divi-
sion formed the west front occupying its position of the
evening before and extending to the river above the
bridge.

Anderson had arrived at Salem Church by midday,
and after some delay his three brigades were moved into
line on Karly’s left. Between Anderson’s left and Mec-
Laws’ right, the latter confronting Newton’s Division,
a large gap existed which was to be closed as the whole
line advanced upon the enemy. The Confederate line
from Lee’s Hill to McLaws’ left was six miles or more
in extent.

Pendleton after reéstablishing Walton’s guns on
Marye’s Hill and Fraser’s Battery with a number of
others on Lee’s Hill, moved Carlton’s Battery and
Ross’s which had rejoined him from Port Royal during
the night, as far forward from the Telegraph Road to-
wards the Guest house as possible, and also attempted
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to find a good position for the Whitworth with which
Lieut. Tunis had returned. Andrews with his battalion
occupied positions along the Telegraph Road, while
Alexander had sent Taylor’s (Eubank’s), Woolfolk’s,
and Moody’s batteries of his own battalion under Maj.
Huger to cooperate with Anderson’s brigades. Moody’s
Battery moved far off to Anderson’s right towards the
Telegraph Road. Manly’s Battery remained with Wil-
cox near the church.

It was not until 6 p. M. that Mcl.aws gave the signal
for attack, when Hoke moved at once across the plateau
between Downman’s house and Hazel Run, under cover
of Ross’s and Carlton’s fire, then down the slope, across
the valley, and up the steep ascent of the Plank Road
ridge, driving the enemy’s skirmishers before him, while
the hostile guns at the Guest house played upon, but
failed to break, his line. Hays also swept the enemy’s
advance line from his front. These two brigades with
unsurpassed ardor pressed on without halting for a
moment, and were lustily cheered by the gunners in their
rear whose fire was masked by the advance. From the
artillery positions along the Telegraph Road, the sight
was indeed an inspiring one, and filled the hearts of the
artillerymen with enthusiasm and admiration for the
gallant infantry which they were powerless to assist.

Gordon had advanced along the Plank Road ravine,
formed in line, and with the utmost élan swept on to-
wards the Taylor house. Brushing the enemy’s
skirmishers from the forward crests, he forced the ar-
tillery on that flank to retire rapidly, only halting when
the Federals had been driven pellmell from Taylor’s
Hill towards Banks” Ford. KEven the guns at the Guest
house had been compelled to fly in order to escape
capture. Thus had the enemy been thrown into con-
fusion on all sides when Hoke was wounded, and his
brigade, colliding with Hays’ men in the woods, lost its
direction and was thrown into confusion beyond the
Plank Road. Hays’ Brigade pressed on with such men
of Hoke’s as had mingled with it, but having also be-
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come disordered in the woods, was checked by a retir-
ing force of the enemy, which had been rallied to meet
the advance and which drove the Confederates back to
the Plank Road. Here Hays succeeded in rallying the
regiments of the two brigades to the support of which
Early brought up a part of Smith’s Brigade. But be-
fore the Confederates could be reformed, night had
fallen, and with Smith’s two regiments in front, Hays’
and Hoke’s brigades rested in position along the Plank
Road. Gordon had also come to a standstill by reason
of the approach of darkness, on the Taylor House Hill
confronting the enemy’s left. Mcl.aws’ Division had
not advanced at all. Anderson’s Division had pressed
forward on Hoke’s left, driving the enemy’s skirmishers,
which confronted his center, from the Downman house
and the upper part of the ridge, but it did not cross the
Plank Road until dark, and none of its batteries were
engaged. When the attack came to an end, Posey ex-
tended Early’s left, with Wright further down the road,
towards Salem Church. Beyond Anderson was Mec-
TLaws with two of Alexander’s batteries and Harda-
way’s group on the river road on his left.

During the early morning Alexander had been
directed to post some of his guns so as to prevent Sedg-
wick from advancing along the River Road to unite with
Hooker at Chancellorsville, and for this purpose he had
placed Jordan’s Battery on a bluff commanding the
road, where the guns were intrenched. 'These guns were
now able to fire upon Banks’ Ford, as were those of
Andrews’ Battalion, which had been moved up to
the Taylor House Hill when the battle ended. Manly’s
Battery was also most effective in firing upon the re-
treating enemy, while Hardaway with a number of bat-
teries was nearby.

We have seen that after the seizure of the Chancellors-
ville plateau on the 3d, Hardaway had been dispatched
to Scott’s Dam with 13 rifled pieces. Some time
was required for the assembling of his force, the organi-
zation of his column, and the refilling of his caissons.
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The roads were also very heavy and difficult and it was
well after dark before Hardaway, moving northward
along the River Road, came up to the position of the
8d Virginia Cavalry near the Hayden house, with 10
of his guns. Gen. Anderson had meantime halted
Hurt’s three pieces on the road some distance in rear, as
the weight of the carriages was such that it was doubtful
whether the teams could draw them through the mud.

Hooker’s wagon trains, in park and with camp-fires
burning, were plainly visible at the base of a hill about
a mile from the bluffs on the south bank of the river,
when Hardaway in company with an engineer officer
reconnoitered the ground. About 3 a. M. he brought
up his 10 guns to the bluff in front of the Hayden house,
and after firing 15 rounds per gun, the pieces were
limbered up and started back through the mud to Chan-
cellorsville, while Hardaway remained to discover by
daylight the effect of his fire. The horses of the train
when fired upon had been picketed in a field on the slope
of the hill on the river side of the wagon park. Many
of them had been killed or injured, as well as some of
the teamsters, and a number of wagons had been
destroyed by shelling. But the results of such an enter-
prise are never very serious, and have practically no ef-
fect upon the main operations of the enemy. It is ex-
ceedingly doubtful if in this case the injury inflicted by
Hardaway was worth the ammunition expended.

While the column was returning the enemy made a
demonstration on the south side of the river below
United States Ford as if to cut off Hardaway’s com-
mand, whereupon the batteries were hurried to the rear,
leaving Anderson’s skirmishers to check the attack,
which proved not to be serious.

Anderson was now ordered to proceed to Salem
Church, and Hardaway’s artillery detachment was
directed to follow. Upon approaching the church,
Alexander halted Hardaway’s command, directing
Parker with his remaining section to join it. Send-
ing Jordan’s Battery to the position on the River
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Road before referred to he set out to determine what
position was best for Hardaway to occupy. In a short
while the latter was directed to move his guns from the
Plank Road to Smith’s Hill to the north and drive off a
Federal battery on the north bank of the river, which
had enfiladed McLaws’ line whenever it attempted to
advance towards Fredericksburg. It was now about
10 A. M., and meanwhile Anderson had commenced to
move forward, directing Hardaway to follow him to the
right of the church. Under this conflict of orders,
Hardaway galloped forward to consult Anderson, who
referred him to Gen. Lee. Since Alexander had sent
Maj. Huger with the 10 guns of his own battalion to the
right in support of Anderson, Hardaway was ordered
to comply with the orders of the Chief of Artillery,
which he proceeded to do.

Hardaway had been informed that he would find pits
for his guns at Smith’s Hill, but upon arriving at the
designated position, found intrenchments for but four
pieces. Many of his men and horses had been without
rations for 24 hours, while they had been continually on
the move since leaving Chancellorsville the evening be-
fore. So sultry and oppressive was the day that a num-
ber of his gunners fainted while engaged in the work
of clearing away the timber and digging gun pits. But
at last the axe details from the gun detachments com-
pleted their work, and most of the pieces were in position
and fairly well protected before the attack was ready to
be made.

To the left of Jordan’s four pieces, which occupied a
position across a ravine, and some 900 yards down the
road, W. P. Carter’s four guns were posted on the bluff,
with Fry’s two guns to the left of him. Parker’s section
and three pieces of Penick’s (Lewis’) Battery occupied
pits on a knob to the left rear and some 40 feet higher
than the bluff on which Carter and Fry were posted.
Hurt with a Whitworth occupied a pit at the bend of
the ridge 80 yards or more to the left of the knob, while
200 yards to the rear and 100 to the left McCarthy’s
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two guns and Marye’s two held the ridge. Lieut.
Ferrell’s section of Hurt’s Battery was kept in reserve.

The part played in the action of the day by Harda-
way’s command, while a secondary, was quite an im-
portant one. As soon as Karly, Anderson, and Mec-
Laws became engaged, his guns opened upon the Fed-
eral Battery of eight pieces in earthworks about a house
on the bluff of the north bank, and immediately op-
posite Smith’s IHill. Other Federal guns soon came into
action, two from a point 400 yards below, and two in a
thicket 200 yards above the main battery. The fire of
these 12 guns was principally directed at the four guns
of McCarthy’s and Marye’s batteries and the Whit-
worth, all of which stood in the open. At one time the
fire of Hardaway’s right guns was all but silenced, which
enabled the enemy to concentrate more successfully on
those to the left. But going to the right of his position,
Hardaway in person encouraged his gunners to re-
double their efforts.

Never in the war was a duel with the Federal ar-
tillery conducted under more disadvantageous circum-
stances. Although the shells were provided with the
fuse-igniter attachment, but one Confederate shell in
fifteen burst while the Federal ammunition was most ef-
fective. Hardaway, an officer of much scientific knowl-
edge, afterwards declared that the meal powder was
knocked off the fuses while they were being driven home
with the mallet, but in spite of the fact that he was in ef-
fect using solid shot almost entirely, six of the enemy’s
guns in the central work were disabled, and the other
two were driven from their position, while the remaining
four pieces were practically silenced, though they main-
tained a desultory fire until after dark. Meantime, Mc-
Carthy’s section, which had expended its ammunition,
had been relieved by Ferrell’s section of Hurt’s Battery,
and sent to the rear. Hardaway’s task had been well
executed, for by the continuous action of his guns, the
fire of the Federal artillery on McLaws’ left, hitherto
so destructive to the infantry, had been completely
diverted.
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As night closed in a thick fog had settled over the
field which added greatly to the difficulties of the Con-
federates, who were thus again balked of the fruits of
victory by darkness, and the delay in attacking. Under
cover of the fog, Brooks’ and Newton’s divisions re-
formed about the ford, and upon them Howe’s broken
division fell back and also reformed under cover of 34
guns on the north bank, protecting the bridge at Banks’
and the one at Scott’s Ford, a short distance below.

Sedgwick had suffered too severely to think of an-
other day’s battle with his troops in their present
position. In two days he had lost over 5,000 of his men.
He, therefore, advised Hooker that his position was
commanded by the enemy’s guns on the Taylor House
Hill, and asked if he should risk remaining on the south
bank. At 1 A. M. he received orders from Hooker’s
Chief of Staff to “withdraw under cover,” and by 5
A. M. the entire corps had crossed the river and taken up
its bridges. But the crossing had not been accomplished
without some loss, for Alexander had during the after-
noon busied himself establishing points of direction for
night firing upon the position about the ford in antici-
pation of Sedgwick’s retreat, and during the night
Jordan was able to fire upon the masses huddled about
the crossing, causing the enemy much annoyance.

This was perhaps the first instance of the employment
of indirect fire by the Confederate Artillery. Jordan’s
position along the bluff to the left of the River Road,
facing towards Banks’ Ford, was obscured from the
latter point by intervening ridges and thickets over
which by means of Alexander’s deflection marks the
fire could be directed upon the enemy. About 1 a. M.
Hardaway had also withdrawn Carter’s and Fraser’s
four pieces on his right and shifting his line so as to face
the ford, opened fire down the ravine leading thereto, but
was soon directed by Alexander to cease firing as Mec-
Laws was sending two brigades in that direction. Rid-
ing forward to the picket line of the infantry to secure
the exact direction of the pontoon bridges, and hearing
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the artillery of the enemy crossing, Hardaway re-
turned and again shifted his guns so as to deliver an
indirect fire upon the approaches to the ford on the
north side of the river, and caused his guns to fire from
right to left, at the rate of about one shot a minute.
About 2 a. m. Hurt’s Whitworth was directed upon a
deep hollow leading towards Falmouth, in which many
stragglers, wagons, etc., could be seen by the light of
the numerous fires along the line of retreat. ILater it
was turned upon a large wagon train concentrated at
the junction of the Aquia Creek and United States
Ford roads. Although the range was about 3 miles,
the fire of the Whitworth was-soon adjusted and
created consternation in the wagon park, causing the
train to disperse in the utmost disorder. The am-
munition for the large rifle being very scarce and ex-
pensive the fire soon ceased.

All day on the 4th, Brown’s, Walker’s, McIntosh’s,
and Jones’ battalions had been held in position along
the Chancellorsville plateau, the cannoneers requiring
no encouragement to throw up hasty works for the guns.
With the exception of Walker’s batteries, which had
been turned over the night before to Maj. Pegram, none
of the Artillery was seriously engaged, though most of
the batteries fired upon the enemy’s works from time to
time. Early in the morning, 18 or 20 Federal guns
opened fire upon Pegram’s position on the Plank Road,
and, after a somewhat protracted duel, ceased to fire.
In this affair, Pegram seems to have had the better of
it, for his guns all remained in position until the morn-
ing of the 6th, when the enemy’s withdrawal was dis-
covered.

While Sedgwick’s last brigade was crossing, he re-
ceived an order from Hooker countermanding the
authority previously given for the withdrawal to which,
at 5 A. M. Sedgwick replied that it was too late, and that
the bridges were already being taken up while his men
were much exhausted.
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In spite of the fact that the enemy had escaped, it
was with great elation on the morning of the 5th that
Huger’s and Andrews’ guns fired the last shots across
the river at Sedgwick’s retreating columns, and that
the Confederates at sunrise found themselves in com-
plete possession of the southern bank of the river from
Fredericksburg to Hooker’s contracted position above
Chancellorsville. The movement against Sedgwick had
been a complete success, and even Gibbon had been with-
drawn across the river from the town during the night,
while Hooker had not ventured from his works to as-
sist the inferior force which he had ordered up to his
own relief. 'The whole situation presents a tactical
anomaly. Hemming a vastly superior enemy up in his
works In front of United States IFord, Lee had with-
drawn much of his artillery and the larger part of two
divisions of infantry from his front to hurl upon an
equal force, which had already pushed his rear guard
aside, and, uniting them with that broken rear guard,
had assailed an entire Federal corps of 30,000 men, rated
among the best of his adversaries, overthrowing it and
driving it across the river at Banks’ Ford, in some dis-
order at least, in the very face of the main army of the
enemy. But still the bold commander-in-chief was not
satisfied with what he had done. He knew that Sedg-
wick’s Corps had suffered so severely in men and morale
that it was not available for immediate service, even
had it been transferred to Chancellorsville, instead of
being headed for Falmouth. During the afternoon of
the 5th, therefore, leaving Early’s Division, Barks-
dale’s Brigade and Pendleton’s artillery to guard the
river from Banks’ Ford to the crossings below Fred-
ericksburg, he ordered Anderson and McLaws to re-
turn to Chancellorsville with a view to assailing
Hooker’s position. What was known of that position
satisfied every man in the Confederate Army that the
worst was yet to come. Ninety thousand men behind
works covering a front of five miles, which they had had
48 hours to prepare, with all the advantages which un-
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limited quantities of timber, broken ground, and diffi-
cult approaches through a dense forest gave them for
defense, with three-fourths of their front covered by
streams on their southwest and northwest, and both
flanks resting on a wide river,—this was the propo-
sition now before some 85,000 Confederates. Not only
would the attack have to be directed squarely on the
Federal front, but little assistance could be expected
from the Artillery. Impenetrable abattis covered the
entire line, and the crest of the works was everywhere
surmounted by head logs with loopholes, while in rear
separate structures were provided for officers and sup-
ports from which the former could see and exercise con-
trol over the defenders, and from which the latter could
be moved up to the advanced works under cover.

It is doubtful if in the whole military career of Gen.
Lee, a bolder resolve on his part can be discovered
than this one to hurl his troops upon Hooker’s final
position at Chancellorsville. But again, it must be
conceded that in arriving at a decision, seemingly so
rash, if not desperate, he had considered the moral at-
titude of his adversary. Again he did not count the
number of noses and muskets as the supreme factor of
his problem. The moral power of the enemy he re-
garded inversely as the strength of his breastworks and
preparations for defense. It was the same unflinching
determination which led him to order Longstreet and
Jackson back to their lines at Sharpsburg the preceding
September, that now enabled the great commander to
approach the task before him in so resolute a manner.
He saw too well in both cases the results which would
flow from a more timid course, and he knew that
Hooker, like McClellan, would fall a vietim to im-
position. Lee has been harshly criticised for even con-
templating an assault on Hooker’s lines, but the question
may be asked his critics, what his position would have
been had he lain supine upon the fields he had won?
In a frank answer to this query is the vindication of his
action, if any justification is needed. It was certainly
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not for him to admit to the enemy by inactivity that his
last bolt was spent, and invite the Federals to move out
upon his army, weakened as it was by four days of tre-
mendous effort and constant strain. Why, may we also
ask, should Lee at this juncture, after once having as-
sumed the aggressive, and with unparalleled audacity
having divided his army in the face of a superior enemy,
now resort to the defensive? Was the resolve to attack
Hooker on the 5th more reckless than the actual at-
tack which had been made on the 2d? Of the two de-
cisions, the writer is inclined to consider Jackson’s turn-
ing movement by far the more daring. But, whether
so or not, Lee’s willingness to take upon him the con-
sequent risk of the maneuver, retaining under his im-
mediate control but two small divisions, with a power-
ful enemy both in his front and rear, displayed a higher
courage than was ever evinced by any other mortal man
upon the field of battle. The maneuver of Jackson, the
lieutenant, the lustre of which has all but obscured the
other incidents of the campaign, was indeed brilliant,
but the courage of Lee, the captain, who permitted it,
was far more superb, for victory alone was not the
stake—a nation hung in the balance.

No. On May 5, Lee did just What a general with
exceptional power to divine the enemy S thoughts and
the boldness to act upon the latter’s fears, should have
done. He drew his sword once more to strike, knowing
that the flash of the blade would itself strike terror to
a heart already taking counsel of a timorous mind. And
so, when his forces were again marshalled for attack,
the blow became unnecessary ; there was no adversary to
meet him. Critics deal too much in numbers. They
forget that moral force, in the words of Napoleon, is
everything in war. Who shall say that the violent
storm which caused Lee to postpone his attack on the
afternoon of the 5th was not as welcome to Lee as to
Hooker? We may surmise this with respect to the
former. We have evidence from his hasty withdrawal
across the river under its protection that it was wel-
come to the latter.
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During the afternoon and before Anderson’s troops
had come up from Salem Church, the rain fell in tor-
rents, converting the spongy soil into a vast quagmire.
In spite of the almost impassable condition of the roads,
Alexander who had reconnoitered the extreme Federal
left during the morning, and had directed the scattered
batteries to report to their respective corps, moved his
own battalion by the River Road and set his men to
work digging pits and preparing a position near the
Childs house, from which to open upon the enemy be-
hind Mine Run. 'The rain continued to fall, but all
night the cannoneers kept at their work. Alexander’s
position, partly around the bend of the river and near
the bank, was such as to enable his guns to deliver an
oblique fire upon a hostile group of artillery on the
eneny’s extreme left.

As soon as Hooker learned from Sedgwick that the
6th Corps had abandoned the southern bank of the
river, he too determined to withdraw to the north bank,
but went through the idle form of calling his corps
commanders together to hear their views. As it hap-
pened, the majority were of his own opinion, but judg-
ing from the frame of mind of the commander-in-chief,
it is doubtful if he would have waived his own views had
they all been opposed to them. During the 5th
preparations were made for recrossing the Rappa-
hannock and an interior line of works, running from
Scott’s Dam to the mouth of Hunting Run, was con-
structed to cover the withdrawal. At nightfall the re-
treat, greatly favored by the storm, began. First the
Artillery crossed over the bridges, the ends of which
were all but submerged by the rising current which
threatened their destruction. By daylight the great
mass of the Federal Army was on the north side, and by
8 A. M. the rear corps under Meade had crossed, leav-
ing behind nothing but several field hospitals full of
wounded soldiers. Meanwhile, at early dawn on the
6th, the storm unabated, while Lieut. Taylor of Ku-
bank’s Battery was placing his four Napoleons and
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Lieut. J. D. Smith, of Jordan’s battery, his section in
the six epaulments, which Alexander had constructed
near the river during the night, they were suddenly
fired upon by a group of guns across the river and
squarely on their own flank. A number of men and
horses were wounded and several dismounted limber
chests exploded before the detachments succeeded in
getting their pieces under cover. To this fire, Capt.
Jordan, in command of the guns, was quite unable to re-
ply. During the night the enemy had constructed
works on the hill some 800 yards distant in which two
batteries had been placed to prevent the occupation of
Jordan’s position, which commanded the lower bridge
at Scott’s Dam, and it was only now that it was dis-
covered by the Confederate pickets that Hooker had
abandoned his advanced lines, and that few Federal
troops remained on the south side of the river.

The batteries on the north bank continued to ham-
mer at Jordan until 9 aA. ». when Alexander brought
up Moody’s Battery, a section of Parker’s, and a 24-
pounder howitzer of Woolfolk’s Battery, seven pieces in
all, which, aided by Jordan’s guns, engaged the enemy.
During the duel which ensued two fresh hostile batteries
to the right of the others uncovered, and all being well
protected Alexander commanded his guns to cease fir-
ing. Jordan’s six pieces remained under cover in their
pits, while the enemy continued to fire upon him until
the other guns were withdrawn. This incident closed
the operations of the Confederate Artillery in the battle
of Chancellorsville, in which Alexander’s Battalion
alone had lost Brown’s entire section of Parker’s Bat-
tery by capture, 6 men killed, 25 wounded, 21 missing,
and 46 horses killed, disabled, or captured, or a total
loss in officers and men of 62, which was about twenty
per cent of those engaged. The losses of Walton’s and
Cabell’s battalions of the 1st Corps were 28 and 45,
respectively, while Garnett’s loss was probably not less
than 25. In the 2d Corps, Brown, Walker, Carter,
Jones, McIntosh, and Andrews together lost 150 men,
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while the total loss in Cutts’ and Nelson’s reserve bat-
talions and Beckham’s horse batteries was about 30.
The aggregate Artillery loss in personnel at Chancel-
lorsville was, therefore, not less than 275, or in the
neighborhood of seven per cent of the number actually
engaged. For field artillery at this period the loss was
enormous. But the loss inflicted upon the enemy’s ar-
tillery had been still greater. In a report of casualties,
which Gen. Hunt characterized as “imperfect,” he states
his losses as 5 officers and 50 men killed, 13 officers and
268 men wounded, 53 captured or missing, or an ag-
gregate loss in personnel of 389, not including the horse
batteries. In horses the loss was 389, and 14 pieces of
superior ordnance were taken by the Confederates who
themselves lost but 8. Although Hooker’s entire loss
aggregated 16,844 of all arms, that of his artillery was
disproportionately large for the circumstances under
which it was engaged.

Nor had the Federal Artillery by any means meas-
ured up to its former standard of efficiency. The reason
is not difficult to discover. The command of the Artillery
which had been committed to Hunt by both McClellan
and Burnside was withdrawn from him by Hooker, and
the splendid soldier whose services at Malvern Hill,
Sharpsburg, and Fredericksburg had won great fame
for him as an artillerist, was relegated to a purely ad-
ministrative duty. Not only was the superb organiza-
tion which he had perfected much broken up by scatter-
ing the Artillery here and there, and giving the various
corps and division commanders too high a degree of
control over it, but many of the batteries, unknown to
Hunt, were ordered to be left in camp on the north side
of the river when Hooker’s main force moved to Chan-
cellorsville. The promotion and transfer of numbers
of the old regular artillery officers to other branches of
the service also deprived many of the divisional bat-
talions of experienced commanders, and throughout the
arm a great deficiency in the quality and number of field
officers existed. Tor the command and administration
of an arm with 412 guns, 980 carriages, 9,543 officers
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and men, and 8,544 horses, besides the immense ammu-
nition trains requisite for such a force of artillery, there
were during the Chancellorsville campaign but five field
officers of artillery present with the Army, and they
were provided with miserably-inefficient staffs! Add
to this the fact that there was no active head to the Fed-
eral Artillery until Col. Wainwright took command at
Fairview on the morning of the 3d, and that Gen. Hunt
was not given entire control until 10 p. . that night,
and the wonder is that Hooker’s scattered batteries
maintained themselves as well as they did. If Hooker
were open to criticism as a general in no other respect
the gross mismanagement of his artillery, the Federal
arm par excellence, already famous the world over for
the superiority of its organization and material and the
high efficiency of its officers and men, would appear to
be inexcusable.

Many writers speak of Hooker’s movements up to the
time his three corps reached Chancellorsville on the 30th,
as exceptionally fine. If to dispatch one’s entire
cavalry force, with the exception of a small brigade, to
another quarter of the universe on a wild-goose chase;
if to leave a great part of one’s artillery at the base and
provide no chief for the rest, but commit it entirely to
the control of corps and division commanders; if to pen
one’s infantry up in the heart of a forest without having
even attempted a reconnaissance of the surrounding
country, and leave every approach, except a single line
of communication, open to be blocked by a nearby
enemy known to be exceptionally bold and active; if
such movements are correct, then Hooker’s conduct of
the campaign was indeed fine. But it seems to the
writer that Hooker in disposing of his cavalry and de-
molishing his artillery in the way he did, committed
acts which alone are enough to condemn any general
guilty of such acts as inefficient and lacking in the
fundamental conceptions of the tactics of the three arms
combined. And such a view, it is believed, will uni-
versally obtain as time progresses and knowledge of
events at Chancellorsville becomes more general.
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But now as to the tactical employment and services
of the Confederate Artillery, the actual operations
of which have been so closely followed. From the
standpoint of the effectiveness of its fire, we have but to
consider the results it undoubtedly accomplished in the
conflict with an artillery superior in numbers and ma-
terial. Again the Federal reports teem with references
to the severity and accuracy of the Confederate ar-
tillery fire; not one but mentions the Confederate guns
in a way showing that the writer had in mind their fire as
bearing a direct influence upon the issue of events at
every point, and this in spite of the inferior grade of
ammunition with which Lee’s gunners were provided.
‘We must at least concede, that with such a serious de-
fect to overcome, an exceptional degree of energy and
efficiency was required on the part of the personnel to
accomplish even what might have been expected of
ordinary artillery.

The mobility which the Confederate batteries dis-
played in this campaign is astounding when the de-
ficiency in the number and quality of their draught
animals is considered. In no battle of the war was ar-
tillery called upon for greater activity on the march
after contact with the enemy had been gained. Be-
ginning with April 29th, when Lee directed his Chief of
Artillery to set the reserve battalions in motion, there
was not a day when a great part of his artillery was not
on the march. The transfer of the Artillery of the 2d
Corps from below Hamilton’s Crossing to the vicinity
of Chancellorsville on the night of the 30th, was rapid
and conducted in such a successful manner over a single
road that there is an entire absence of complaint on the
part of division and brigade commanders about blocked
roads, etc., to which infantry commanders are so prone
to attribute the causes of their own delays. With little
rest, again the great column was set in motion and
whirled over 15 miles or more of despicable roads, both
narrow and difficult, and not only did it arrive at the
designated point of rendezvous in good order and in
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good time, but some of the battalions were forced im-
patiently to remain in the clearings near the head of
Jackson’s column, when the signal for the infantry at-
tack was given. Indeed, the Artillery seems rather
to have been too forward, as in Crutchfield’s case and
that of Carter on the night of the 2d, instead of being
tardy in its arrival. In spite of darkness and the for-
bidding character of the terrain, when dawn of the 3d
broke every gun of both corps was in the best position
which those responsible for the posting of the Artillery
could select, a fact which enabled Alexander, who ac-
companied Archer in his attack on Hazel Grove, to
secure the position with Pegram’s batteries the instant
the Federals abandoned it, and instead of his lacking
guns at the critical point, there was actually a surplus
of them at hand in the foremost line. The cooperation
of Alexander, with Stuart, was extraordinary and
elicited from Stuart himself the statement that the
action of the Artillery was superb, attributing the rapid
movements of the batteries as he did to the improved
battalion organization. But, if Alexander’s cooperation
with his corps commander was active and complete, no
less so was that of Brown, Walker, Jones, McIntosh,
Poague, and Huger with their respective chiefs. Kvery-
where we found them striving to be at the right point
at the right time. The activity displayed by Hardaway
was also noticeable. Stumbling through trackless
thickets, cutting his way with pick and axe to the front,
we find him moving a part of his guns, at least, forward
with the infantry as it advanced from the south to the
Chancellorsville plateau, soon to move to a distant
point of the theater of operations, only to push on over
bottomless roads to a more active conflict, after a dis-
tressing night of toil and hunger. On the 4th we find
Alexander’s Battalion whisked from Chancellorsville
after five days of constant marching or fighting, many
miles to the rear and then back again to the river, where
the morning of the 6th it was as active as when “boots
and saddles” was blown at Hanover Junction a week
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before. In this week a number of the batteries of this
battalion marched over 100 miles, in addition to being
actually engaged three days and three nights. We have
seen that the Horse Artillery under Beckham had lost
nothing of its old dash so well known to the enemy. Yet,
at least two of the light batteries, Moore’s and Penick’s,
maneuvered with such rapidity in action as they
dashed from hill to hill before Sedgwick’s column on
the 4th, always in the front and retarding the enemy,
that they were mistaken by the Federal commander
himself for horse artillery.

Another fact to be discerned from the records is the
entire absence of friction in the Confederate Artillery,
and between it and the Army as a whole at Chancellors-
ville, while so much discord and lack of cohesion existed
in the same arm of the Federal Army in this campaign.
In Hooker’s army, after the battle, there was a wide-
spread feeling that the Federal Artillery had failed, a
sentiment so prevalent that Gen. Hunt himself saw fit
to offer explanations of the cause in his report. While
one is forced to absolve the Federal Artillery itself of
all blame, yet the fact remains that, though not of its
own doing, it was rendered -collectively ineflicient
throughout the campaign in spite of the individual
gallantry and prowess of Dilger, Weed, Best, Osborn
and others. Its very losses, which included about 20
officers, are sufficient evidence of the courage and fight-
ing capacity of the Federal gunners, and it seems a pity
that so superb a fighting machine as that which under
Hunt was inherited by Hooker, should have been
wantonly sacrificed to the ignorance and stupidity of
one whom the world at large has seen fit to credit with
unusual skill as an organizer, palliating in a measure
thereby his miserable failure as an army commander.

It has already been remarked that the Confederate
Reserve Artillery was by necessity perverted from its
true function in the campaign. Unless battalions which
must be committed to the first line before a shot is fired
can be classed as an artillery reserve, Lee had none at
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Chancellorsville, and in this respect was sadly crippled.
In the narrative of events we have noted numerous oc-
casions when such a force might have been, and had it
been available would have been, employed with controll-
ing influence upon the issue. All that can be said of the
nominal reserve artillery is that in the sphere of duty
assigned it, the services it rendered fully measured up to
the expectations of the commander-in-chief, who in the
conclusion of his report paid high tribute to the Ar-
tillery of his army in the following words:

“Cols. Crutchfield, Alexander, Walker, and Lieut.-Cols. Brown,
Carter, and Andrews, with the officers and men of their commands,
are mentioned as deserving especial commendation. The batteries
under Gen. Pendleton also acted with great gallantry.” And later:
“The Horse Artillery accompanied the infantry, and participated
with credit to itself in the engagement.”

In concluding this account of the great campaign of
May, 1863, the direct influence of the Confederate Ar-
tillery upon the issue demands notice by reason of the
fact that history has almost completely ignored the
matter. Without calling further attention to the serv-
ice rendered by Pendleton at Fredericksburg, which
was jointly rendered with that of Early’s infantry, at
Jeast two instances may be cited when the Artillery ex-
ercised a direct and determining influence upon the ulti-
mate result attained by Lee. Had Sickles not been
checked by Col. Brown at the furnace on May 2, he
would most certainly have developed the line of least
resistance in that direction, and thrown the main column
of his corps towards the southwest instead of, by a more
easterly movement, becoming involved with the left of
Anderson’s Division. Had he, while engaging Ander-
son with his own left, been free to follow up Jackson’s
column with the force which Brown’s prompt action
balked in its advance, the trend of that column would
have been more accurately determined, and at an early
hour in the day, that is before 1 p. M., Hooker would
most certainly have been advised of its true direction,
for already the head of the column had turned north-
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ward at a point less than two miles from Brown’s posi-
tion, and nothing seems more probable than that this
fact would have been discovered through flanking par-
ties of Sickles’ Corps drifting up against it during the
advance of their main body. Already Berdan, with a di-
vision close behind, had almost reached the unfinished
railroad; had he reached and freely possessed himself of
it, this road would have formed the natural line of exten-
sion for the troops behind in their effort to turn the flank
of any force which might seek to block their advance.
Possessed of this railroad Sickles’ men would have had a
short route to the Brock Road, from which Jackson’s
movement to the north would have been plainly visible,
and the very denseness of the country intervening be-
tween the furnace and the Brock Road would have led
small parties of the Federals to search for points of
vantage from which to observe the movements of the
enemy. From the point where Berdan was actually
checked by Brown to the point along the railroad from
which a clear view of Jackson’s column moving to the
north across Poplar Run and the railroad itself, and
ascending the Trigg House Hill might have been had,
the distance was not over 114 miles. The information
which Sickles would thus have secured would at once
have corrected the false impression under which he
labored, and which he created in Hooker’s mind about
the enemy’s movement to the south, and, added to the
reports coming in from Howard’s front, would have
altered the whole estimate of the situation at head-
quarters, giving Hooker and Howard some five hours
to prepare to meet the attack. In half that time, the
11th Corps alone, with such reserve artillery as was
available for use on the Federal right, could have been
so disposed behind Hunting Run as to present an im-
pregnable front. With Barlow and every available re-
serve hurrying to Howard’s left, and Sickles already
wedged into the immense gap below the furnace, it
would not have required a tactician of the first order to
cut Lee’s Army in twain. In fact, Brown’s single bat-
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tery at one time stood between Hooker and the ac-
complishment of this task. But let us pass from what
may appear too speculative, to that which is beyond the
realm of conjecture, and which savors of reality.
When Stuart arrived at the scene of action along the
Plank Road at midnight, May 2, he was totally ignorant
of the situation, and none of Jackson’s staff except
Col. A. S. Pendleton reported to him. Fortunately,
however, he found Col. Alexander, who had the situation
in its broad aspects in hand. Rodes and Colston were
of course willing and anxious to give Stuart the bene-
fit of all the information in their possession, but their
observations had been necessarily hasty and local in
character. It seems certain that no one at the moment
was so familiar with the situation as the Chief of Axr-
tillery, whose very duties had led him to make a thor-
ough reconnaissance of the paths and roads leading to
the front. 'That Stuart appreciated this fact, is evi-
denced by his immediately associating Alexander with
him for the purpose of making a general examination
of the ground. It is now important to note from the
tenor of Stuart’s report that Alexander, and not he,
discovered the Iazel Grove position and at once
grasped its importance. 'This fact is proved by the use-
less and costly effort which Stuart made with Lane’s
and Ramseur’s brigades in the morning along the road,
while Alexander was massing his batteries in readiness
in the vista to seize Hazel Grove, at the first oppor-
tunity. From the moment he had first laid eyes on
Hazel Grove, Alexander never lost its importance from
view, and in the light of what transpired, it seems
fortunate for the Confederates that its seizure was not
seriously attempted on the night of the 2d, before
Sickles and Pleasanton abandoned the position. Had
this been done, the attention of the Federals might have
been called to the point, and the head instead of the tail
of Sickles’ column of attack would have been directed
towards the Confederates, thereby saving the key-point
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of Hooker’s line of defense, and many men who met
their fate in the midnight fiasco.

Conceding then, that the occupation of Hazel Grove
was primarily due to the ready perception of Stuart’s
Chief of Artillery, we must now go further and con-
sider the controlling influence its occupation by the Ar-
tillery exerted upon the issue. In the first place, there
is no reason to suppose that having twice failed on the
morning of the 8d to carry the Federal works in front
of Iairview, although aided by Pegram’s artillery,
Stuart’s infantry could have succeeded in a third at-
tempt without artillery. In fact, the Federals them-
selves unanimously ascribed the loss of their line of de-
fense to the Confederate batteries at Hazel Grove, the
oblique fire of which Best’s and Osborn’s guns were
unable to withstand. 'The great mass of guns at IFair-
view Cemetery comprised the very bulwark of the Fed-
eral defense, and it was those guns in large measure
which had swept back Stuart’s gallant infantry from the
works they had taken, while the Confederate left was
subjected to an increasing pressure. To the threatened
point, Stuart’s attention was more and more directed,
but meantime Alexander was moving the bulk of his
artillery to the extreme right, and when finally his ar-
tillery preparations were well under way it must be
observed that it was not the Federal right, but that
portion of the line upon which the Confederate Artil-
lery exerted its influence, that yielded, which of course
relieved the intense pressure on Stuart’s left. It is thus
seen that the superiority of fire attained by Alexander
over the Federal Artillery, alone made possible the suc-
cess of Stuart’s third infantry assault, for it was the
withdrawal of their artillery that broke the backbone of
the enemy’s resistance.

There are few better examples to be found than this
one of the power of artillery when once it has attained
a superiority of fire. Then it is that the crisis of the
battle has arrived, and whatever may be the timber of
the defending infantry, unless there are close at hand
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fresh guns, as in the case of the Confederate short-range
batteries at Sharpsburg and Fredericksburg, to uncover
when the hostile artillery becomes masked, the day is
usually lost if the assaulting infantry is in earnest and
numerically adequate to its task. Stuart was fortunate
in possessing such an infantry, and it drove home with
all the ardor of its old recklessness favored by the fact
that almost until “cold steel” was the word, the support-
ing batteries were able to maintain over its head a heavy
fire upon the somewhat elevated line of works held by
the enemy.

The loss of Fairview was but the precursor of
Hooker’s withdrawal from the south side of the river,
for by its fall the Federal left was compelled to retire
before Anderson and McLaws. Even before it fell,
Hooker’s heart had become set upon a general retro-
grade movement. Otherwise, he would surely have al-
lowed his batteries to be supplied with ammunition,
however hopeless their struggle might have appeared.



CHAPTER XXIX

PREPARATION FOR THE SECOND MARYLAND INVASION—
DEATH OF JACKSON—BRANDY STATION

WHEN it became certain that Hooker had withdrawn
his immense army from the upper fords and had re-
established his old camps about Fredericksburg and
Falmouth, Gen. Lee ordered his troops back to the
lines held by them during the winter.

Col. Walton immediately placed the bulk of the ar-
tillery of the 1st Corps in camp at Stanard’s farm, a
few miles below Massaponax Church, while Col. Brown
moved his batteries to the old artillery camping grounds
in rear of Hamilton’s Crossing and about Guiney’s
Station. Alexander, however, moved his battalion to
the immediate neighborhood of Bowling Green, a point
which was thought by both Gens. Lee and Pendleton
to be too far to the rear in case of emergency. Mean-
while, the horses of the various artillery commands,
which were greatly worn down and depleted by the
strain of the recent campaign, were turned out to
pasture, although the orders were general that the Ar-
tillery should be kept well in hand and prepared to
move at a moment’s notice. Reports of the condition of
the batteries, detailing the number of serviceable guns,
horses, and the strength in personnel of each were
directed to be made, in order that all deficiencies might
be made up as far as possible.

The old idea that artillery battalions were an integral
part of infantry divisions had by this time almost dis-
appeared, an advance in the right direction which had
taken long to accomplish. But still the old view con-
tinued to crop out on occasions, as in the case of Col.
Cabell, who, instead of moving his battalion along the
Telegraph Road, as directed, to join Walton and rest
his horses, maintained his position on Lee’s Hill in ac-
cordance with Longstreet’s views until he was peremp-
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torily ordered by Pendleton to repair to the rear. Cab-
ell, it seems, had preferred to consider his command as
permanently attached to one of Longstreet’s divisions,
and had been most remiss in rendering his reports
through Col. Walton, Chief of Artillery 1st Corps.

Gen. Longstreet had arrived at Fredericksburg on
the 6th of May and soon after Pickett’s and Hood’s
divisions began to arrive with Dearing’s and Henry’s
battalions of artillery. On the day Longstreet arrived
A. P. Hill resumed command of the 2d Corps, Stuart
returning to his own division. Gen. Lee had also urged
the return of Ransom’s Division, which the Secretary
of War, on the 6th, directed D. H. Hill in North Caro-
lina to set in motion for Fredericksburg, if it could be
done with safety. ‘

The great shock of the campaign now occurred, for
on May 10, Gen. Jackson succumbed. The story of his
last hours on this earth is one full of pathos, as well as
of the most inspiring lessons for the soldier. In the
hour of his death he was as great as when upon the
various battlefields of his career, with exalted mien and
superb composure, he led his men to victory. Concern-
ing his wounding and death, Longstreet wrote: “The
shock was a very severe one to men and officers, but the
full extent of our loss was not felt until the remains
of the beloved general had been sent home. The dark
clouds of the future then began to lower above the
Confederates.” Gen. Lee in a note to the wounded
general on the 3d, in the midst of battle had already de-
clared that, could he have directed events, he should
have chosen, for the good of the country, to have been
disabled in Jackson’s stead. In closing his message, he
congratulated Jackson upon the victory his “skill and
energy”” had won, but the latter, expressing appreciation
of his superior’s remarks, declared that Gen. Lee should
give the praise to God and not to him.

Soon after his wounding, he had been removed by
order of Gen. Lee to the Chandler house near Guiney’s
Station, where Dr. McGuire did all in his power to save
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him, but on Thursday the 7th he developed pneumonia
of the right lung, doubtless attributable to the fall from
the litter the night he was wounded. Fortunately for
the peace of his mind, Mrs. Jackson arrived this day
with their infant child, and took the place of his chaplain
who had remained almost constantly with him. By Satur-
day, Drs. Hoge, Breckenridge, and Tucker had joined
McGuire in an effort to save him, and noting their pres-
ence he said to Dr. McGuire: “I see from the number of
physicians that you think my condition dangerous, but
I thank God, if it is His will, that I am ready to go.”
When informed by Mrs. Jackson at daylight the next
morning that he should prepare for the worst, he was
silent for a moment and then said, “It will be infinite
gain to be translated to heaven.” And so we see that
although this wonderful man still clung to a hope of
recovery, his confidence in the future was as supreme as
his self-confidence had been on earth. Never once did
he express a doubt of his ability to rise paramount to
present difficulties or to meet the future. His sole re-
quest was to be buried in Lexington, in the Valley of
Virginia, where as a simple and unassuming professor
of the Science of War he had kept the smothered fire of
his genius aglow while preparing himself and a host of
his pupils for the inevitable struggle which he had fore-
seen. When told by his wife that before sundown he
would be in Heaven, he called for Dr. McGuire and
asked him if he must die. 'T'o the affirmative answer he
received, his reply was, “Very good, very good, it is all
right.” His efforts then were to comfort his heart-
broken wife, and when Col. Pendleton, whom he had
trained as a soldier and loved very dearly, entered his
room about 1 p. M., he asked who was preaching at head-
quarters on this his last Sabbath. Being informed that
the whole Army was praying for him, he said, “Thank
God, they are very kind. It is the Lord’s day; my wish
is fulfilled. I have always desired to die on Sunday.”

His mind now began to weaken while his lips fre-
quently muttered commands as if he were on the field
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of battle, then words of comfort for his wife. When
tendered a drink of brandy and water, he declined it,
saying, “It will only delay my departure and do no
good. I want to preserve my mind, if possible, to the
last.” Again he was told that but few hours remained
for him, and again he replied, feebly but firmly, “Very
good, it is all right.” In the delirium which preceded
his death he cried out, “Order A. P. Hill to prepare for
action, pass the infantry to the front rapidly,—tell Ma}.
Hawks—" and then, pausing, a smile of ineffable sweet-
ness spread over his pallid face and with an expression
as if of relief, he said, “No, no. Let us cross over the
river and rest under the shade of the trees.”* 'Then
without sign of pain, or the least struggle, his spirit
passed onward and upward to God.

Such were the final moments of the great soldier.
With body all but cold in death, so long as his pulse
continued the dictates of his heart were pure. Almost
to the instant that heart ceased to beat, his mind gave
evidence of the quality of the man in the flash of the
will, though now subconscious, which possessed his
spirit.  Still his mind dwelt upon rapid action and the
rush of infantry, which ever filled his soul with joy, but
then, even in the last flicker of his intellect, he realized
that the flag of truce had been raised by his enemies and
interposing the stay of his final words “No, no—,” he
died in the happiness of the earthly victory he had won.
Let us be thankful that he saw his men preparing to
rest upon their arms—not engaged in the heated
turmoil of the charge when he bade them farewell. Let
us be thankful that this dispensation was granted him
by the Maker who gently led him to the shade of the
river side where rested all those gallant associates who
had preceded him. No longer were they his pupils and
his subordinates in war, but his equals in the eternity of
peace. But yet an earthly rite remained to those whom
he had left behind, for far off from the scene of conflict,
that youthful band, bound together then as it is now,

*This remark was as given above, according to Capt. James Power Smith
of Jackson’s staff, and not merely as usually quoted without the two first words.
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by the traditions of his fame, bore his body to the grave.
How fitting that a caisson of the cadet battery with
which he had for so many years drilled his pupils and
the Confederate Artillery should form his hearse, and
that his body should lie in state in the old tower class-
room, wherein he had set so noble an example to
youth. It was in that very room that he had declared,
“If war must come, then I will welcome war,” and that
the South in such event should “throw away the scab-
bard.”

In the shadow of the majestic Blue Ridge, with the
great North Mountain as his head stone, which like a
huge sentinel stands guard beside the parade ground of
his life, tenderly was his body laid to rest by the youth-
ful soldiers he loved so well, but still, wielding the un-
covered blade of immortality,

“His spirit wraps yon dusky mountain;
His memory sparkles o’er each fountain;

The meanest rill, the mightiest river,
Rolls, mingling with his fame forever.”

For one part of the Army, at least, it was Jackson,
the artilleryman, that had gone, for he in a higher de-
gree than any of Lee’s lieutenants had endeared him-
self to the gunners to whose welfare he was ever at-
tentive and of whose success he was ever proud. The
old love of the arm which he could not overcome in spite
of the more general command he had been clothed with,
coupled with the knowledge of the gunners that their
leader had once commanded a battery, created and main-
tained a bond of sympathy between Jackson and his ar-
tillery evidenced by innumerable little incidents in his
career as a general. One thing is certain, he was the
first of Lee’s lieutenants to grasp the idea of artillery
as an entity and to employ it accordingly, and in this
he was ably assisted by Col. Crutchfield, between whom
and his chief the most thorough confidence existed. No
such relations as theirs existed between Longstreet and

Walton, neither of whom proceeded upon the principle
that the Chief of Artillery should be able to read the
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very soul of his commander, and by that constant and
close association which alone can breed the highest con-
fidence between men, especially between soldiers, be able
to frame his every action in conformity with his superi-
or’s views. Mutual confidence between a commanding
general and his chief of artillery is certainly essential
to the success of the artillery, if not to the army as a
whole, for occasions will arise when the supreme com-
mander must needs direct the movements of his bat-
teries and there is always danger that the limitations and
necessities of the special arm may be lost sight of by one
who views the situation in its general aspect. Now, if
the chief of artillery has by his obedience, by his
readiness to act, and by his sympathy with the wider
problems of the general, won a personal place in ad-
dition to his official position on the staff of his com-
mander, he is prepared to suggest, without danger of
giving offense to his superior, a change here and there
which will at once inure to the benefit of his arm, and
enable it to accomplish the best results. If, however,
there is a want of sympathy between the two, or if the
subordinate holds himself aloof, or stands upon his
dignity and receives his orders in a perfunctory way,
rather suggesting by his conduct a superior specialized
knowledge, lack of harmony is sure to result with its
many evil consequences. We must concede, in view of
these facts, that Jackson was most fortunate in possess-
ing Crutchfield, from whose relations with the com-
manding general the artillery of his corps in turn
directly benefited.

The loss of Jackson was accepted by Lee in the same
spirit of Christian fortitude for which he was ever con-
spicuous, and the day following his death the highest
tribute ever paid a soldier was published in the following
words:

“With deep grief, the commanding general announces to the
Army the death of Lieut.-Col. T. J. Jackson, who expired on the
10th inst., at 8:15 p. M. The daring, skill, and energy of this great

and good soldier, by the decree of an all-wise Providence, are now
lost to us. But while we mourn his death, we feel that his spirit
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still lives and will inspire the whole army with his indomitable
courage and unshaken confidence in God as our hope and strength.
Let his name be a watchword to his corps, who have followed him
to victory on so many fields. Let his officers and soldiers emulate
his invineible determination to do everything in the defense of our

beloved country.
“R. E. Lkg,
“General.”

And to Stuart, the bereft Commander-in-Chief wrote,
“May his spirit pervade our whole army; our country
will then be secure.”*

These words of Lee are referred to as the greatest
tribute ever paid a soldier, for never before or since has
so great a commander-in-chief as Lee appealed to the
love and memory of a lieutenant as the spirit which dif-
fused should prove the motive power of his army.

On May 11th, the Chief of Artillery, 2d Corps, re-
ported that immediate steps had been undertaken to re-
organize and refit his batteries. As it shows the con-
dition of the Artillery in general, the substance of his
report is given.

Many guns were rendered unserviceable through lack
of horses. 'The available ones were as follows.

Walker’s Battalion of 5 batteries, 14 guns in camp
and 4 on picket near Hamilton’s Crossing.

Jones’ Battalion of 4 batteries, 8 guns in camp and
4 on picket on the left.

Carter’s Battalion of 4 batteries, 13 guns in camp
and 3 at the repair train in rear.

Andrews’ Battalion of 4 batteries, 14 guns in camp.

Hardaway’s (Brown’s) Battalion of 6 batteries, 12
guns in camp, and 4 on picket in the center.

Meclntosh’s Battalion of 4 batteries, 14 guns in camp.

Thus it is seen that but three batteries had been left
along the front while there were 87 guns available for
service in the 2d Corps.

Meantime, Col. Brown had sent out two officers from
each of his battalions amply provided with money to

*Rebellion Records, Series I, Vol. XXV, Part II, pp. 792-3.
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buy fresh horses and authorized to sell the condemned
battery horses to farmers who might be willing to pur-
chase them for future use.

The condition of Cabell’s Battalion on the 15th is in-
dicative of that of the others of the 1st Corps. Mec-
Carthy’s Battery with two 3-inch rifles, two 6-pounders,
one 4-horse battery wagon and two quartermaster
wagons, had 54 horses of which 12 were unserviceable.
Manly’s Battery had one 3-inch rifle, two 20-pounder
howitzers, two 4-horse battery wagons, two quarter-
master wagons, and 90 horses, of which 20 were unserv-
iceable. With Carlton’s Battery, there were two 10-
pounder Parrotts, one 12-pounder howitzer, three bat-
tery wagons with 12 mules and 73 horses, seven mules
and twelve horses being unserviceable, while Fraser’s
Battery had one 10-pounder Parrot, one 3-inch rifle, one
12-pounder howitzer, one forge, three wagons, and 62
horses, of which six were unserviceable. Including
mounts for the battalion sergeant-major, forge master,
wagon master, quartermaster-sergeant, and mounted
courier, 88 horses were required to complete the comple-
ment of this battalion alone, while two Napoleons for
MecCarthy, three for Manly, two for Carlton, and a 12-
pounder Blakely for Fraser were soon expected to
arrive from Richmond.

Gen. Pendleton made every effort to secure the horses
needed for the Artillery, but before the end of the
month was able to secure but 396. The condition with
respect to horses of the various battalions after the pre-
ceding campaign is shown by the distribution of this
supply, which was as follows:

Hardaway’s Battalion _____________________ 112
Jones’ Battalion ___________________________ 17
Walker’s Battalion ________________________ 56
Carter’s Battalion _________________________ 14
Melntosh’s Battalion ______________________ 34
Andrews’ Battalion ________________________ 40
Eshleman’s Battalion ______________________ 32
Garnett’s Battalion ________________________ 26
Cabell’s Battalion _________________________ 10
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This issue by no means supplied all the wants, which
fact gives a pretty good idea of the suffering and service
which the field artillery horses had undergone during
the short space of a single week, for it will be recalled
that the batteries were fairly well mounted when they
left their winter quarters the 29th of April.

Extraordinary efforts were now being made by the
Bureau of Ordnance to provide the necessary material,
and Col. Gorgas himself was present to examine into
the exact needs of all, and found that in general a
marked improvement in the ammunition was reported.
The shells for the 20-pounder Parrotts, due to defects in
the castings, were still unsatisfactory, for many of them
were reported to have burst near the muzzle. The new
projectile for the Whitworths, which had been fabri-
cated in Richmond, however, proved a great success. In
the main, the field ordnance operations had been well
conducted during the campaign and satisfaction in that
respect was general. Capt. William Allan, Chief of
Ordnance, 2d Corps, had displayed unusual ability, and
his promotion was again urged by Col. Gorgas.

Nothing is so indicative of the growing appreciation
of the importance of the Artillery as the increased inter-
est now displayed in the theoretical features of gunnery.
By a special order of June 8, a board to consist of not
less than three nor more than six artillery officers, to be
designated by the Chief of Artillery, was created and
directed to meet the first day of each month, or as soon
thereafter as practicable, to report such facts in regard
to material, ammunition, and any other matters con-
cerning the Artillery, and to make recommendations
for its improvement. The board was also directed to
compile range tables for the various types of guns in
use. On the 15th, Gen. Pendleton appointed Col.
Alexander, Majs. Dearing and Henry, Capts. Reilly,
Blount, and Fraser to the board, and immediately they
set to work, extending their investigations over a wide
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field and contributing in innumerable ways to the
betterment of the arm.*

It was at once found that a number of vacancies ex-
isted among the superior officers of the Field Artillery,
which hampered the effective administration and leader-
ship of the battalions. The number of guns with the
Army entitled the arm, under the law, to 8 brigadier-
generals, 7 colonels, 11 lieutenant-colonels, and 17
majors, whereas there were actually commissioned but
1 brigadier-general, 6 colonels, 6 lieutenant-colonels,
there being, however, 19 majors, or two more than for
which authority of law existed. Already several pro-
motions of importance had been made, among which was
that of Capt. Benj. T. Eshleman, of the Washington
Artillery Battalion, as its major with rank as of March
26, 1863. 'This battalion had not only furnished the
Chief of Artillery of the 1st Corps, but three majors be-
sides, namely, Garnett, Dearing, and Eshleman, while
one of its original captains, Thomas L. Rosser, had al-
ready become a colonel of cavalry. Both he and Dear-
ing later became major-generals of cavalry.f

It was but a few days before the artillery board of
which Col. Alexander was president, and in the de-
liberations of which he played a leading role, drafted a
plan for the reorganization of the Artillery and sub-
mitted it to the commander-in-chief, with what result
we shall see.

By special order dated May 30, the Army of North-
ern Virginia was reorganized into three corps with Long-
street, Kwell, and A. P. Hill as corps commanders.
The 1st Corps now consisted of McLaws’, Hood’s, and
Pickett’s divisions, the 2d Corps of Karly’s, Edward
Johnson’s, and Rodes’ divisions, and the 3d Corps of
R. H. Anderson’s, Heth’s, and Pender’s divisions.
Rodes’ and Anderson’s divisions each contained five,

*Rebellion Records, Series 1, Vol. XXVII, pp. 873, 895.

+Rosser, Garnett, and Dearing were members of the graduating class at West
Point when they resigned in April, 1861. When the Washington Artillery
Battalion reported in Richmond in May they were assigned to duty with it,
the first as a captain and the others as lieutenants.
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Pickett’s three, and all the others four brigades. The
Chief of Artillery was directed to designate the artillery
for the various corps and the General Reserve Artillery
was abolished.* This order marks a great crisis in the
development, not only of the Confederate, but of the ar-
tillery organization of the world. For the first time
practical effect was to be given the growing recognition
of the fact that a general reserve artillery was no longer
necessary, and that the better tactical employment of
the arm required the distribution of all the guns among
the corps, if the danger of part of them being left in-
active in the rear was to be overcome. The advantages
of corps artillery have been previously discussed
at length. Suflice it to repeat that together with the
change of name came also a change of position in the
order of march, and that every leader of troops and
every staff officer were at once compelled to recognize
that no part of the artillery was to remain in idleness,
but that all was to take a place in the line of battle since
improved material with its increased range enabled the
withdrawal of battalions for special missions, even after
they had once become engaged. It should here be noted
that Lee in the employment of his artillery had antici-
pated the actual change in organization, which was,
therefore, in large measure, but the logical result of a
gradual process of development in his tactics. What-
ever may be claimed as to the theoretical development
of artillery organization and tactics, the Confederates
certainly gave practical form to the conception of corps
artillery in its highest sense, and the innovation was
soon accepted and adopted by the armies of the
continent.

On June 2 and 4, Pendleton gave form to the new
artillery organization by first designating three divi-
sional and two reserve battalions for each of the three
corps of the Army, and then assigning a chief of artillery
to each. The completed organization was as follows:

*Rebellion Records, Series I, Vol. XXV, Part II, p. 850, Special Order No. 146.
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1st CORPS (Longstreet)
Col. James B. Walton, Chief of Artillery
DIVISIONAL BATTALIONS

CaBELL’s BATTALION

Col. Henry Coalter Cabell

“A” Battery, 1st N. C. Reg.,
Pulaski (Ga.) Battery,

1st Co. Richmond Howitzers,
Troup (Ga.) Battery,

Capt. Basil C. Manly.
Capt. John C. Fraser.

Capt. Edward S. McCarthy.
Capt. Henry H. Carlton.

DEeariNGg’s BaTTALION

Maj. James Dearing

Fauquier Battery,

Richmond Hampden Battery,
Richmond Fayette Battery,
Lynchburg Battery,

Capt. Robert M. Stribling.
Capt. William H. Caskie.
Capt. Miles C. Macon.
Capt. Jos. G. Blount.

Hexry's BATTALION

Maj. M. W. Henry

Branch (N. C.) Battery,
Charleston German Battery,
Palmetto (S. C.) Battery,
Rowan (N. C.) Battery,

Capt. Alexander C. Latham.
Capt. Wm. K. Bachman.
Capt. Hugh R. Garden.
Capt. James Reilly.

ALEXANDER’S BarTTALION

Col. E. Porter Alexander

Ashland Battery,
Bedford Battery,
Brooks (S. C.) Battery,
Madison (La.) Battery,
Richmond Battery,
Bath Battery,

Capt. Pichegru Woolfolk, Jr.
Capt. Tyler C. Jordan.
Lieut. S. C. Gilbert.

Capt. Geo. V. Moody.

Capt. William W. Parker.
Capt. Esmond B. Taylor.

EsurLeMan’s BaTTaLioN

Maj. Benj. F. Eshleman

1st Co. Washington Artillery,
2d Co. Washington Artillery,
8d Co. Washington Artillery,
4th Co. Washington Artillery,

Capt. C. W. Squires.
Capt. J. B. Richardson.
Capt. M. B. Miller.
Capt. Joe Norcom.
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2p CORPS (Ewell)
Col. John Thompson Brown, Chief of Artillery
DIVISIONAL BATTALIONS

CarTER’s BAaTTALION

Lieut.-Col, Thos. H. Carter

. Jeff Davis Alabama Battery, Capt. William J. Reese.
. King William Battery, Capt. William P. Carter.
. Louisa Morris Battery, Capt. R. C. M. Page.
. Richmond Orange Battery, Capt. Chas. W. Fry.
Jones’ Barranion
Lieut.-Col. Hilary P. Jones
. Charlottesville Battery, Capt. Jas. McD. Carrington.
. Richmond Courtney Battery, Capt. W. A. Tanner.
. Louisiana Guard Battery, Capt. C. A. Green.
. Staunton Battery, Capt. Asher W. Garber.
Axprews’ BaTTaLION
Maj. James W. Latimer
. 1Ist Maryland Battery, Capt. Wm. F. Dement.
. Alleghany Battery, Capt. John C. Carpenter.
4th Md. or Chesapeake Battery, Capt. William D. Brown.
Lee Battery, Capt. Charles J. Raine.

CORPS RESERVE BATTALION

First VIRGINIA ARTILLERY

Capt. Willis J. Dance

2d Co. Richmond Howitzers, Capt. David Watson.
3d Co. Richmond Howitzers, Capt. Benj. H. Smith, Jr.
Powhatan Battery, Lieut. John M. Cunnigham.
1st Rockbridge Battery, Capt. Archibald Graham.
Salem Battery, Lieut. C. B. Griffin.
NEeLsoN’s BaTraLioN

Lieut.-Col. William Nelson
Ambherst Battery, Capt. Thomas J. Kirkpatrick.
Fluvanna Battery, Capt. John L. Massie.
Georgia Regular Battery, Capt. John Milledge.
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30 CORPS (A. P. Hill)
Col. Reuben Lindsay Walker, Chief of Artillery

McInTosn’s BATTALION

Maj. David G. McIntosh

Danville Battery,
Alabama Battery,
2d Rockbridge Battery,
Richmond Battery,

R =

Capt. R. S. Price.

Capt. W. B. Hurt.

Lieut. Samuel Wallace.
Capt. Marmaduke Johnson.

GARNETT'S BATTALION

Lieut.-Col. John J. Garnett

Norfolk Battery,
Pittsylvania Battery,
Norfolk Blues Battery,

=R E

Donaldsonville (La.) Battery,

Capt. Victor Maurin.
Capt. Jos. D. Moore.
Capt. John W. Lewis.
Capt. Chas. R. Grandy.

Poacur’s BarTaLiON

Maj. William T. Poague

Albemarle Battery,
Charlotte (N. C.) Battery,
Madison (Miss.) Battery,
Warrenton Battery,

> REE

Capt. James W. Wyatt.
Capt. Joseph Graham.
Capt. George Ward.
Capt. J. V. Brooke.

CORPS RESERVE BATTALIONS

PegraM’s BarrarLion

Maj. William J. Pegram

Richmond Battery,
Fredericksburg Battery,
Richmond Letcher Battery,
Pee Dee (S. C.) Battery,
Richmond Purcell Battery,

S S

Capt. Wm. G. Crenshaw.
Capt. Edward A. Marye.
Capt. Thomas A. Brander.
Lieut. Wm. E. Zimmerman.
Capt. Jos. McGraw.

Currs’ BarTaLIiOoN

1. “A” Battery, Sumter (Ga.) Batt., Capt. Hugh M. Ross.

b9

“B” Battery, Sumter (Ga.) Batt., Capt. Geo. M. Patterson.

8. “C” Battery, Sumter (Ga.) Batt., Capt. John T. Wingfield.

From the foregoing we see that there were now with
the Army 15 battalions with a total of 62 light bat-
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teries. Each battalion had a field-officer in addition to
its commander, and a complete commissioned staff. The
five battalions comprising the artillery of each corps con-
stituted a division of artillery under the corps chief of
artillery, who reported to and received orders direct
from the corps commander, while the chief of ar-
tillery of the Army reported to and represented the
commander-in-chief in his dealings with the corps ar-
tillery. In the whole scheme of reorganization, one
cannot but see the features of the brilliant Alexander
cropping out, and the final success of his efforts to di-
vorce the artillery from the tactical control of Gen.
Pendleton, except in so far as he represented the com-
mander-in-chief in his capacity as administrative chief
of artillery.

By the time the reorganization was completed, Col.
Baldwin, the Chief of Ordnance, had received a fresh
consignment of 14 Napoleons from Gorgas, who was
energetically pushing forward the manufacture of the
improved gun in Richmond. These, in addition to the
14 captured pieces, were at once issued to the battalions
in the field in as equitable a manner as possible, only
two 3-inch rifles going to the Horse Artillery. The
distribution of guns was now as follows:

Cabell’s Battalion, 8 rifles, 8 Napoleons.

Garnett’s Battalion, 11 rifles, 4 Napoleons, 2 howitzers, and
one 6-inch Whitworth.

Dearing’s Battalion, 5 rifles, 12 Napoleons, 1 howitzer, and one
6-inch Whitworth.

Henry’s Battalion, 4 rifles, 12 Napoleons, 1 howitzer, and one
6-inch Whitworth.

Eshleman’s Battalion, 10 Napoleons, 1 howitzer, and one 6-inch
Whitworth.

Alexander’s Battalion, 11 rifles, 9 Napoleons, 3 howitzers.

Carter’s Battalion, 8 rifles, 6 Napoleons, 2 howitzers.

Jones’ Battalion, 4 rifles, 10 Napoleons.

MecIntosh’s Battalion, 10 rifles, 6 Napoleons.

Andrews’ Battalion, 10 rifles, 6 Napoleons.

Pegram’s Battalion, 8 rifles, 9 Napoleons, 2 howitzers.

Dance’s Battalion, 10 rifles, 8 Napoleons, 4 howitzers.

Cutts’ Battalion, 10 rifles, 83 Napoleons, 5 howitzers.

Nelson’s Battalion, 6 rifles, 8 Napoleons, 4 howitzers.
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Thus, it is seen that about equally distributed among
the three corps were one hundred and three 3-inch rifles,
one hundred and seven 12-pounder Napoleons, thirty
12-pounder howitzers, and four 6-inch Whitworths, or
a total of 244 guns of comparatively superior type to
those which had been in use within the past few months.
But, while the material was much improved by substi-
tuting the captured rifles and the Napoleons of home
manufacture for the old 6-pounders, and while the bat-
teries were equally equipped in the number of pieces,
that is four to a battery, a distressing lack of uniformity
in material existed. This was of course a glaring de-
fect, greatly increasing the difficulty of ammunition
supply and impairing the general efficiency. Theo-
retically it was capable of correction, but practically
there were many difficulties in the way. Some batteries
wanted rifles, others Napoleons, and few were willing
to be armed with howitzers alone. The gunners in the
various batteries had become familiar with their material
of whatever character, and the mere suggestion that uni-
formity of battery armament should be enforced at once
raised a hue and cry on the part of all for the material
of their individual preference. For the sake of general
uniformity none were willing to waive those preferences.
After all, this attitude was natural, and it would have
required a bold chief indeed to ignore the human phase
of the situation. Believing that the good to be accom-
plished by unifying the battery armaments was not com-
mensurate with the general dissatisfaction such a step
would surely arouse, Gen. Pendleton declined to raise
the issue and so a great evil was allowed to exist to the
very end.

In the selection of a chief of artillery for the new
corps, the services of one who had been actively engaged
in every battle from Bull Run to date were recognized.
In the whole army, there was not one who deserved pro-
motion more than Reuben Lindsay Walker, and his
elevation was welcomed by all and accepted in a spirit
of profound satisfaction by the Artillery. Less brilliant
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than Alexander, he yet possessed the highest virtues
both as a man and as a soldier, and throughout his long
career gave many evidences of his peculiar ability as an
artillerist, especially as an organizer.

Here it should be remarked that in no arm of the
service was promotion so slow as in the Field Artillery.
In the list of battery commanders in May, 1863, we find
a number who had served in that capacity since the out-
break of the war, and less than 30 of the original ar-
tillery officers had attained the rank of field-officers
after two years of honorable and arduous service.
Many of these were among the most efficient officers in
the Army from every standpoint. Col. Long, Lee’s
military secretary, said that the personnel of the Ar-
tillery was unsurpassed by any troops in the Army,
and many officers in other arms have declared that the
Artillery was the most distinguished arm of the service.
It was the esprit de corps of the Artillery alone which
kept its officers true to their stripe, notwithstanding
the unfavorable opportunity for their advancement, and
few sought promotion by transferring to other arms,
Rosser, Dearing, and J. R. C. Lewis being among the
exceptions, while Col. Stephen D. Lee was promoted
out of the Artillery.

It has become the habit of historians to declare that
the Federal at all times excelled the Confederate ar-
tillery in material and personnel. Even Col. Hender-
son in his Aldershot lecture on the American Civil War
fell into the error of making so general and unqualified
an assertion.* Certainly, as far as the Army of North-
ern Virginia is concerned, the quality of the personnel
of the Iield Artillery was not surpassed if equalled by
any similar arm then in existence, a fact which seems to
be indisputable when the inferiority of its material, am-
munition, equipment, stores, horses, training and all the
other disadvantages under which it labored are con-

sidered.
*Science of War, . F. R., lHHenderson, p. 245. But see Ewolution of Modern

Sirategy, by Lieut.-Col. F. N. Maude, in which it is said that the three arms of the
Confederate Army were intrinsically superior at the beginning of the war.
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At the outbreak of the war the regular batteries
served as models to the Northern volunteers. One of
these was grouped with three manned by volunteers, and
the latter very naturally profited by the example set
them. Again, the supply of horses in the North and
West was practically inexhaustible, while in the South
there were few left at the close of the second year of the
war. Not only did the North possess the national school
of arms, which it was able to maintain in uninterrupted
activity for the technical education of its more scientific
officers, but it also conducted several schools of gunnery
while its armies operated in the field. In a measure,
West Point was offset by the Virginia Military Insti-
tute, but had the South been free to conduct schools of
gunnery for its artillery officers, it would have been un-
able to provide them with ammunition. After the war
commenced its only school of instruction was that of
actual experience, and a large majority of its junior ar-
tillery officers fired a gun for the first time on the field of
battle. Surely the personnel must have possessed equal
if not superior qualities to those of their antagonists, to
accomplish the results they did. One need only follow
the rapid development which they brought about to be
satisfied that they were not ordinary or inefficient men.
We have seen what the stage of this development was
in May, 1863. Now let us examine conditions in the
Federal Artillery at the time.

If we accept the evidence of Gen. Henry T. Hunt,
Chief of Artillery Army of the Potomae, an officer of
great ability and unsurpassed special knowledge as an
artillerist when he wrote, the Federal Artillery in May,
1863, was in a most unsatisfactory condition.* In spite
of the splendid organization which McClellan had given
it and its initial services in the war under Hunt, a gen-
eral decline in the efficiency of the arm had set in be-
fore the end of 1862. Tield-officers of artillery had be-
come to be regarded as an unnecessary expense, and their
muster into the service was forbidden; so just at the time

*Battles and Leaders, Vol. 111, p. 259,
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the Confederates were doing all in their power to im-
prove the organization of their artillery by creating bat-
talions with an adequate number of competent field and
staff officers, the Federals were destroying the tactical
cohesion of their artillery by denying it the necessary
officers, and instead of remaining in the artillery ir-
respective of promotion, many of the best artillery of-
ficers in the Army of the Potomac at once transferred
to other arms in which better opportunities for advance-
ment were to be found. Thus, such experienced ar-
tillerists as Hays, De Russy, Getty, Gibbon, Griffin,
and Ayres sought promotion in the cavalry and infan-
try. While every effort was made to maintain the Con-
federate batteries at full strength, however depleted the
units of the other arms, in the North no adequate meas-
ures were taken to supply recruits for the artillery, and
the batteries were frequently dependent on the troops
to which they were attached for men enough to work
the guns in action. While Pendleton was maintaining
a remount depot for his command at Winchester under
Maj. Richardson, inadequate as it was, and scouring
the country, even as far as Georgia and Florida, for
draught animals, always being favored by the Quarter-
master-General in the matter of horses, the Federal bat-
teries were often forced to wait for remounts until the
cavalry, and even the medical and quartermaster trains
had been supplied, a fact which illustrated the general
feeling in the army towards the field artillery. While
the Confederate organization was being solidified and
molded along the lines dictated by experience, in the
North all experience was ignored and the Chief of Ar-
tillery was in effect relieved by Hooker from all but
administrative work. In lieu of the perfect mechanism
of the arm under Hunt on the Peninsula, Hooker sub-
stituted chaos. With the command of the Artillery at
his own headquarters to be exercised by his chief only
upon specific orders, there resulted such confusion
and disorder that the artillery had to be practically re-
organized after a splendid organization had already
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been attained and sacrificed. Thus while the Confed-
erates were building up, the Federals had been tearing
down. During the period in which the former were
organizing their artillery into corps divisions, all under
a strongly-centralized command, and appointing more
and more field officers, the Army of the Potomac had
no artillery commander-in-chief, and of the 14 artillery
brigades it possessed, nine were commanded by captains
and one by a lieutenant, in addition to their battery
duties, while but four were commanded by field
officers!

Such was the condition of the Federal Field Artillery,
when it entered upon the Gettysburg campaign, with
its 65 batteries and 370 splendid guns, It will, there-
fore, as stated by Gen. Hunt himself, be perceived by
comparison that the organization of the Federal Ar-
tillery was at this period in every way inferior to that
of the Confederates. Nothing but the same individual
courage and intelligence among the Northern artillery-
men, as was to be found in the corresponding arm in
Lee’s Army, saved the former from a complete break-
down at Gettysburg. All the more honor is due them
for the account they there gave of themselves, but let us
hear nothing more of the superiority of the Federal Ar-
tillery personnel, except in point of numbers. In that
respect the Confederates were greatly outclassed.

The return of May 20 gives the artillery personnel
of Lee’s Army as 258 officers and 4,708 men present for
duty, and a paper aggregate of 7,279. These figures do
not include Dearing’s Battalion and two batteries on
picket, nor two others with Ransom. The return of May
31, the last before the battle of Gettysburg, gives the
Artillery, less Alexander’s and Garnett’s battalions, a
total effective strength of 4,460. The 52 batteries re-
ported therefore averaged 86 officers and men present,
and adding 860 for the 10 batteries not included in the
return, an effective aggregate of 5,320 is obtained. This
is not far from correct, since the aggregate present on
May 10 was 5,010. From these figures it is seen that
the average battery strength was about 3 officers and

8
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80 enlisted men, a fact which well illustrates the import-
ance Lee attached to the efficiency of his artillery, and
the tremendous effort which had been made by the Chief
of Artillery and his subordinates to maintain the bat-
teries at a serviceable strength. In the infantry and
cavalry there were battalions and squadrons at this time
with less than 100 men.

The aggregate strength of the Federal Artillery en-
gaged in the Gettysburg campaign was 7,183, the num-
ber of batteries 65, and the number of guns 370, or
about 110 officers and men and 6 pieces to the battery.

Having examined the organization of the Field Ar-
tillery, let us look into that of the Confederate Horse
Artillery.

Immediately after the battle of Chancellorsville,
Stuart was directed to concentrate his division at Cul-
peper, meanwhile guarding his front and the Confed-
erate left along the Rapidan, and before May 9, Jones’
Brigade with Chew’s Battery was ordered from the
Valley to join him. By May 20, the strength of his
division, including the Horse Artillery, was 8,193
present and 11,905 present and absent.

Early in April the horse batteries had been organized
into a separate corps under Maj. R. F. Beckham, but
were temporarily left with the brigades with which they
had served, subject to the orders of the brigade com-
manders.* The first step in the organization of the
Horse Artillery into a tactical unit had therefore been
taken when the Army was reorganized on May 30.

The growth of the battalion had been slow but sure.
Stuart from the first had proved an ardent advocate of
the increase in the number of horse batteries, placing
great reliance upon their services, and displaying un-
usual interest in their proper development. Indeed,
though his historians do not include the horse batteries
in the organization of the cavalry, Stuart considered
them as much a part of his command as the cavalry regi-
ments themselves. After Ashby raised Chew’s Battery

*Rebellion Records, Series I, Vol. XXV, Part II, p. 858.
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and employed it so successfully, Stuart, it will be re-
called, had organized the Stuart Horse Artillery. Its
original commander, as we have seen, was John Pelham,
who, just graduated from West Point, had been com-
missioned by the Confederate Government at Mont-
gomery as a lieutenant of artillery, and sent to Lynch-
burg in charge of the ordnance office there. From that
point he was ordered to Winchester, where he organized
and drilled Alburtis’ Wise Battery, which he com-
manded at Bull Run with conspicuous efficiency. When
assigned in the fall of 1861 to the duty of organizing
Stuart’s Horse Battery, he gathered about him a most
remarkable and superior set of men, mostly from the
cavalry, some from Virginia, and some from Maryland,
under Dr. James Breathed. To these were added about
40 from Talladega County, Alabama, under Lieut.
William M. McGregor. It was not long before Hart’s
light battery of Washington, South Carolina, was con-
verted into a horse battery.

The experiences of the first Maryland invasion in
which the cavalry was so active and opposed to an enemy
well provided with horse batteries, convinced Stuart of
the urgent need of more artillery for his own command.
The day after the battle, Pelham’s Battery, which had
received a large accession of recruits from Maryland,
was drawn upon for the men with which to create a new
horse battery, to the command of which Capt. M. W.
Henry was assigned, and on November 18 the light
battery of Capt. Marcellus N. Moorman, from Lynch-
burg, was converted. The men of Moorman’s Battery
had been mustered into the service April 25, 1861, as a
company of infantry, under the name of the “Beaure-
gard Rifles,” and sent to Norfolk, where for lack of
muskets it had been temporarily armed with Parrott
guns. When the Army was reorganized a year later
it was still serving as artillery at Sewell’s Point and else-
where about Hampton Roads, and was then definitely
mustered into the Confederate service as a battery of
artillery, and placed in a battalion with Grimes’,
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Huger’s, and Nichols’ light batteries, under Maj.
John S. Saunders. Before its conversion it had, there-
fore, served, and with great credit, throughout the
Peninsula, Second Manassas, and Maryland campaigns.

When Pelham was promoted major of horse ar-
tillery, Breathed succeeded to the command of his bat-
tery, while McGregor succeeded Henry upon the lat-
ter’s promotion. During the winter of 1862, Brocken-
brough was promoted major, and his battery, the 2d
Baltimore Artillery, which had been detached for duty
in the Valley with Jones’ and Steuart’s brigades, was
also converted and placed under the command of Capt.
William H. Griffin. Another horse battery, McClan-
nahan’s, had been formed by converting Imboden’s
Staunton battery, but this battery was not regularly
brigaded with Stuart’s Battalion until 1864, and
Griffin’s battery did not join Beckham’s Battalion until
Jenkins arrived at Gettysburg.

When Stuart finally concentrated his division at Cul-
peper towards the end of May, the Stuart Horse Ar-
tillery Battalion was composed as follows:

Maj. R. F. Beckham

1. Ashby Battery, Capt. Robert Preston Chew.
2. 1st Stuart Horse Artillery, Capt. James Breathed.

8. Washington (S. C.) Battery, Capt. James F. Hart.

4. 2d Stuart Horse Artillery, Capt. William M. McGregor.
5. Lynchburg Battery, Capt. Marcellus N. Moorman.
6. 2d Baltimore Battery, Capt. William H. Griffin,

There was, therefore, a battery of horse artillery for
each of the six cavalry brigades under Hampton, Fitz
Lee, W. H. F. Lee, Jones, Robertson, and Jenkins,
respectively, as well as one for Imboden’s independent
cavalry command.

At the end of May, the strength of the five batteries
of horse artillery present with Stuart at Culpeper was
18 officers and 519 men present for duty, with a paper
aggregate of 701, or an average effective battery
strength of about 107. These five batteries together pos-
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sessed 24 pieces of artillery, three being armed with
four and two with six pieces.

Stuart, who was making every effort to increase the
strength of the Horse Artillery in material, as well as
in personnel, sought to retain all the captured pieces in
his possession for his own batteries, and this led to an
altercation between him and the Chief of Ordnance,
who was unable to recover the guns for distribution. In
the correspondence which ensued, Stuart resented the
use of the expression that these guns had been “ap-
propriated by the Stuart Horse Artillery,” which he
erroneously, and no doubt because of a guilty conscience,
attributed to Col. Baldwin. The difficulty was finally
adjusted, however, by Gen. Lee assuming the burden
of the remark, which he denied was used by him in any
objectionable sense, and Stuart was allowed to retain
two 3-inch rifles and directed to turn in the three other
captured guns in his possession.

Beckham was endeavoring to provide all his batteries
with six pieces, a step which met with the disapproval of
the Commander-in-Chief, and the Chief of Artillery, for
the sole reason that the additional horses for this increase
in armament were not available. Even the dismounting
of some of the light batteries had become almost a neces-
sity for lack of horses, but in some way Beckham soon
managed to supply the necessary number to complete
the quota of his battalion in spite of the fact that the
ambulance and ammunition trains were so poorly pro-
vided with animals as to be almost unserviceable. Con-
cerning Beckham’s work in refitting his battalion and
establishing it upon a sounder basis, Stuart in his letter
to headquarters was most complimentary.

Meantime, Hampton, Fitz Lee, and W. H. F. Lee,
and the horse batteries of Breathed, McGregor, Hart
and Moorman, lay about Culpeper. The Artillery was
encamped on the farm of John Minor Botts, who was a
strong anti-secessionist and bitterly complained that
“Ten thousand men should burn his rails without
splitting any.” Jenkins’ Brigade with Griffin’s Bat-
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tery had been assigned to duty in the Valley. On the
22d of May, Gen. Stuart reviewed that portion of his
division present, many distinguished personages ap-
pearing, among them Gens. Hood and Randolph.
Great numbers of ladies also attended, which of course
pleased the gallant cavalry commander. Shortly after-
wards, Robertson’s Brigade arrived from North Caro-
lina, and on June 4, Jones’ Brigade with Chew’s Bat-
tery from the Valley, so that the following day another
review of the entire division was held, at which Gen.
Lee was expected to be present. In this Stuart was
much disappointed, but the “pageantry of war pro-
ceeded.” KEight thousand cavalry, with the battalion of
artillery in the lead, passed under the eye of the division
commander in column of squadrons.

So unique is this incident in the career of that grim
fighting machine, the Army of Northern Virginia, that
especial interest attaches to it. One is involuntarily
impelled to pause and reflect upon the exuberance of the
spirit of that youthful soldier, who, in spite of war’s
dreadful tragedy all about him, and in which he himself
was a leading actor, could so indulge his fancy in the
very presence of the enemy. 'The following interesting
account of the review is taken from the war-time diary
of one of Stuart’s gunners:

“Early this morning we started to the field, where the troops
were to be reviewed by passing by the eagle eye of their great
commander. The place where the review was held is a beautiful
and nearly level plain about four miles northeast of Culpeper
Courthouse, and little over a mile southwest of Brandy Station,
and on the west side of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad.*

“When we, Chew’s Battery, arrived on the field some of the
Cavalry regiments were already forming in dress parade order
for the review procession. At about 10 o’clock the whole column,
which was about two miles long, was ready and in splendid trim
to pass in review before its illustrious and gallant chief, and his
brilliant staff.

“As soon as the whole line was formed, Gen. Stuart and his
staff dashed on the field. He was superbly mounted. The trap-
pings on his proud, prancing horse all looked bright and new, and

*Now Chesapeake & Ohio R. R.
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his side arms gleamed in the morning sun like burnished silver. A
long black ostrich plume waved gracefully from a black slouch hat,
cocked upon one side, and was held with a golden clasp which also
stayed the plume. Before the procession started, Gen. Stuart and
staff rode along the front of the line from one end to the other. He
is the prettiest and most graceful rider I ever saw. When he
dashed past us, I could not help but notice with what natural
ease and comely elegance he sat his steed, as it bounded over the
field, and his every motion in the saddle was in such strict accord-
ance with the movements of his horse that the rider and his horse
appeared to be but one and the same machine. Immediately after
Gen. Stuart and staff had passed along the front of the whole
line, he galloped to a little knoll in the southwest edge of the field
near the railroad, wheeled his horse to front face to the field, and
sat there like a gallant knight errant, under his waving plume,
presenting in veritable truth every characteristic of a chivalric
cavalier of the first order. He was then ready for the review,
and the whole cavalcade began to move and pass in review before
the steady, martial, and scrutinizing gaze of the greatest cavalry
chieftain of America.

“Three bands of music were playing nearly all the time while
the procession was moving, a flag was fluttering in the breeze from
every regiment, and the whole army was one grand, magnificent
pageant, inspiring enough to make even an old woman feel fightish.

“After the whole cavalcade passed the review station, at a quick
walk, the column divided up into divisions, brigades, and regiments,
which mancuvered all over the field. The last and most inspiring
and impressive act in the scene was a sham battle, the cavalry
charging several times with drawn sabers and the horse artillery
firing from four or five different positions on the field. T fired ten
rounds from my gun.

“Hundreds of ladies from Culpeper Courthouse and surrounding
country stood in bunches on the hills and knolls around the field
looking at the grand military display.

“A special train from Richmond stood on the track just in rear
of the review stand, crowded with people, and, judging from the
fluttering ribbons at the car windows, the most of the occupants
were ladies. Gen. Hood’s Division of infantry was drawn up upon
the north side of the field, viewing the cavalry display, and also
for support in case the Yanks would have attempted to take a hand
in the show. There is a heavy force of Yankees camped on the
north bank of the Rappahannock, only about five miles from the
review stand.

“By about four o’clock this evening the whole affair was over,
and the troops withdrew from the field and repaired to their
respective camps.”*

*Three Years in the Confederate Horse Artillery, Neese, p. 168.
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One would have thought that this affair was sufficient
to satisfy Stuart’s love of the “pomp and circumstance”
of war. But no. When he found that Gens. Lee,
Longstreet, Ewell, and Pendleton would arrive at his
camp on the 8th, another pageant was ordered to be
held. But much less of that display for which Stuart
had so great a weakness was attempted on the occasion
of the third review, for Gen. Lee, always careful not to
tax his men unnecessarily, would not allow the cavalry
to take the gallop, nor the artillerymen to fire their guns.

On this occasion an incident occurred which, aside
from its amusing features, is of valuable interest to the
student because of its bearing on Stuart’s character.
Capt. Chew had not come to Culpeper with any exalted
ideas as to the pomp of war. In fact, his battery was
reduced in point of appearance to the lowest plane to
which constant hardship and service could bring it. He
had only arrived from the Valley the night before and
with horses and men equally worn, found himself sud-
denly on parade before the Commander-in-Chief. What
wonder then if, conscious of the ungainly appearance
of his half-starved horses, and in a spirit of pride, the
battery first sergeant should seek to improve the out-
ward appearance of the battery by bestriding a fine,
sleek mule! Just as the far-famed Ashby Battery, the
senior in rank in its battalion, and certainly the equal of
any other in point of service, approached the reviewing
stand in the very lead, Stuart’s proud eye detected the
active ears of the mule at the head of the battery, and
with extreme impatience and disgust quickly dispatched
one of his aides to direct Capt. Chew to have both his
first sergeant and the mule leave the field! Says the
sergeant in his diary, “I cared very little about the
matter, but the mule looked a little bit surprised, and,
I think, felt ashamed of himself and his waving ears,
which cost him his prominent position in the grand
cavalcade.

“No doubt Gen. Stuart is proud of his splendid
cavalry, and well he may be, for it certainly is a fine
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body of well mounted and tried horsemen.

True a mule was not built for the purpose of ornament-
ing a grand review or embellishing an imposing pageant,
but as mine so willingly bears the hardships and dangers
of the camp and field, I thought it not indiscreet to let
it play a little act in some of the holiday scenes of war.”

One can picture the amusement this whole incident
afforded the youngsters of Stuart’s staff, at their chief’s
expense, not to mention Gens. Lee, Pendleton, and the
distinguished foreigners, who composed the reviewing
party. Perhaps no other general in the Confederate
Army would have paid the slightest attention to that
worthy mule. Of one thing we are certain,—there could
not have been many mules in use as mounts in Stuart’s
Cavalry and Horse Artillery at this time, this one hav-
ing slipped in, so to speak, over night!

But few other instances of such military frivolity on
the part of the Confederates are recorded. When in
March, 1864, Gen. Pendleton was sent to Dalton, Ga.,
to inspect the artillery of Johnston’s Army, after re-
viewing Hood’s and Hardee’s artillery and seeing it
drill on a number of occasions, he was tendered a grand
sham battle by Hood’s entire corps, in which blank am-
munition was used. The precedent for this display
was no doubt that which Hood and Pendleton had both
witnessed a year before at Culpeper.

Before Stuart’s participation in his “horse play” at
Culpeper, the movement of Iee’s army which resulted
in the Gettysburg campaign had commenced. ILong-
street’s and Ewell’s corps had already reached Cul-
peper Courthouse, while Hill’s Corps was left in
front of Hooker at Fredericksburg. After the review
the cavalry brigades were immediately assigned to posts
along the river, and Beckham proceeded towards
Beverly Ford that night, and placed four of his batteries
in camp near Saint James Church. Fitz Lee’s Brigade
under Munford was assigned to the duty of picketing
the upper Rappahannock. Munford established his
camp across the Hazel River in the vicinity of Oak
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Shade. W. H. F. Lee established his brigade and
Breathed’s Battery near Welford’s house on the Wel-
ford Ford Road; Jones’ Brigade held the Beverly Ford
Road, and Robertson’s remained at the Botts and Bar-
bour farms picketing the lower fords. Saint James
Church stood about 200 yards to the west of the main
road to the ford and opposite it, and on the east of that
road in a large grove of trees stood an old brick house
known as the Thompson or Gee house, on an elevation
from which the fields on both sides of the road for a
distance of 500 yards to the north were commanded.
The grove was occupied by one regiment of Jones’
Brigade, the others bivouacking in the edge of the
woods, which skirted the fields to the north of the church.
Beckham, with Chew’s, Moorman’s, McGregor’s, and
Hart’s batteries, bivouacked in the edge of the woods
beyond, in sight of though in advance of the cavalry.
Beyond the camp of the battalion, unbroken woods ex-
tended on both sides of the road for more than a mile,
and as far as the highland overlooking the river low-
grounds and Beverly Ford. From the latter point,
Beckham’s and Jones’ camps were about 114 to 2
miles.

Stuart, with his train in readiness for an early start,
had established his headquarters at a residence on
Fleetwood Hill, about a half mile east of Brandy Sta-
tion, two miles down the road in rear of Saint James
Church. TFleetwood Hill completely commanded the
large open plain which surrounded it, with the ex-
ception of the Barbour House Hill, of slightly greater
elevation. Such was the situation on the night of the
8th when Stuart, entirely ignorant of any concentration
of the enemy’s cavalry on the north side of the river, is-
sued his orders to march at an early hour.

Meantime, Pleasonton was approaehlng from the
north, with orders to make a reconnaissance in force as
far as Culpeper Courthouse if possible, to verify the re-
ports that the Confederates were moving westward
from Fredericksburg. Pleasonton’s force consisted of
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two small brigades of infantry, some 3,000 men in all,
and about 8,000 cavalry, including Robertson’s Brigade
of horse artillery of four batteries. Dividing this force
into two columns of equal strength, he ordered the first
under Gregg to cross at Kelly’s Ford at dawn, and the
second under Buford, which included all of Ames’ infan-
try, to move by way of Beverly Ford, about 114 miles
above the railroad bridge, and 5% miles above Kelly’s
Ford. Great care was exercised by the Federals during
the night to conceal their presence from Stuart’s
pickets, and in this they succeeded.

At 4:30 A. M. on the 9th Buford’s two leading regi-
ments dashed across Beverly Ford and rapidly drove
the troops on picket there back towards the woods north
of Saint James Church. Upon learning that the
enemy was advancing from the ford, Beckham directed
Capt. Hart, whose battery was on the right of the bat-
talion, to place a gun in the road by hand, while the bat-
teries were ordered to hitch up and gallop back to the
Gee House Hill, some 600 yards in rear, and to go into
position there. Before the teams could be harnessed,
however, the enemy was almost upon the artillery camp,
and had begun to fire upon the horses at the picket lines.
But at this juncture Maj. Flournoy, with about 100
men of the regiment which had bivouacked in the grove,
dashed forward and temporarily checked the enemy,
which not only saved Beckham’s guns, but gave time
for Jones to bring up the 7th Virginia Cavalry from the
main camp. Meantime, Hart had thrown two pieces into
action by the road, and Beckham in less than 20 minutes
after the first alarm was establishing his guns at the
grove. The 7th Regiment, upon coming up, immedi-
ately charged, but was repulsed and driven back along
the road past Hart’s two guns, leaving them entirely
isolated. Says Maj. McClellan, of Stuart’s staff, “These
gallant cannoneers on two occasions during this mem-
orable day proved that they were able to care for
themselves. Although now exposed to the enemy, they
covered their own retreat with canister, and safely re-
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tired to the line at Saint James Church, where they
found efficient support.”*

During the charge of the 7th Regiment, the gunners,
standing in silent awe by their pieces perfectly aligned
along the wave-like swell north of the brick house,
watched the savage conflict between the horsemen in
their front, fascinated by the scene, and as Hart fell
back, alternately retiring his two guns from point to
point along the road, a wild cheer from Beckham’s line
preceded the simultaneous flash of his 16 guns. Just as
the sun rose, the crash of the guns burst upon the ears
of the enemy’s troopers, and soon the woods which they
had entered were rent with shrieking shells. Beckham’s
steady fire forced the enemy to cover, while they sought
positions in which to place their artillery, none of which
had yet arrived from the ford. Thus did the Horse Ar-
tillery hold Buford at bay, having lost nothing but the
field desk of the major, which jostled from the head-
quarter’s wagon as it galloped off to safety.

The other regiment of Jones’ Brigade now took
position on the left of the church, and Hampton with
four of his regiments occupied the rise between it and
Beckham’s guns at the grove. About 8 4. m., W. H. F.
Lee moved down from Welford Ford towards the sound
of the firing and placed his dismounted troopers behind
a stone fence on the Cunningham farm, while Johnston’s
section of Breathed’s Battery moved down stream from
Freeman’s Ford where the battery had been on picket,
crossed the Hazel River, and took up a position near
the Green House on a hill behind W. H. F. Lee’s line,
from which it had a clear field of fire in every direction.
This position soon proved to be the key-point of the
Confederate line of defense. The other section of
Breathed’s Battery moved back from Freeman’s to
Starke’s Ford.

A determined attack was made by the enemy’s dis-
mounted men, supported by a battery of four pieces,

*The Campaigns of Stuart’s Cavalry, McClellan, p. 266. Also see article in
Philadelphia Weekly Times, June 26, 1880, by Maj. J. F. Hart.
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upon W. H. F. Lee’s line, but it was repelled by the
Confederate sharpshooters, and Johnston’s guns, but
not until several mounted charges made by the 10th Vir-
ginia and 2d North Carolina Cavalry cleared the field,
driving the Federals back to the cover of the woods
along the Beverly Ford Road, and seriously threaten-
ing their flank. Hampton had, meantime, extended his
right beyond the church, so as to partially envelop the
enemy’s left, and together with Jones now advanced.
From this time until 10 A. M. the lines swayed back and
forth. During the early morning, the 6th Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, supported by the 6th United States
Regiment, made a superb mounted charge upon the
Confederate artillery position, over a plateau some 800
yards wide. The regulars, heedless of Beckham’s shrap-
nel, shell, and canister, actually reached his guns, and,
dashing between them, passed on only to be attacked
simultaneously on both flanks by the Confederate
troopers, who drove the survivors back. There are few
instances recorded of a simlar charge upon so strong
a line of artillery. Scarlett’s charge at Balaclava was
no more daring than the one which Smith led at Saint
James Church, the latter possessing the additional fea-
ture that it was premeditated and not the result of ac-
cident.

Beckham’s pieces now redoubled their fire, having
suffered none from the charge, and furiously shelled the
woods in their front, where the enemy was gathering in
increasing numbers. The artillery position was a com-
manding one, and no doubt, had its flanks been guarded,
could have been held indefinitely. But the situation was
becoming serious in another quarter, for the head of
Gregg’s column was approaching Stevensburg from
Kelly’s Ford. Stuart had dispatched two regiments
under Wickham and Butler and one of Moorman’s guns
to the support of Robertson’s Brigade, which had moved
forward to Kelly’s Ford early in the morning, and be-
lieving the force of 1,500 men between Brandy Station
and the ford sufficient to guard the road to Culpeper
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Courthouse, proceeded to the church. His camp of the
night before had been broken and nothing remained at
Fleetwood Hill but a section of Chew’s Battery under
Lieut. John W. Carter, which had been retired from
the fight after its ammunition was all but exhausted.

When Pleasonton found that Buford’s column could
not overcome the resistance of the three Confederate bri-
gades opposed to it in front of Beverly’s Iord, he de-
cided to wait until Gregg could move up to his assist-
ance. 'The latter had readily effected a crossing at
Kelly’s Ford about 6 a. »., Col. Duffie with four regi-
ments of cavalry and a section of Pennington’s Battery
in the lead. Duflie’s orders were to move on Stevens-
burg, whilst Gregg with the rest of the column pro-
ceeded towards Brandy Station in order to effect a
junction with Buford. Robertson had fallen back along
the direct road from Brandy Station to Kelly’s Ford,
and the two regiments dispatched by Stuart to his sup-
port were unable in spite of the most gallant efforts to
prevent Duffie’s advance upon Stevensburg. But orders
now came for Duflie to join Gregg’s main body and he
at once commenced to retrace his steps towards Mad-
den’s, covering the movement with his guns while Wick-
ham’s regiment retarded his progress in every way pos-
sible. Meantime, unknown to Robertson, Gregg had
advanced directly upon Brandy Station, and actually
came within sight of Fleetwood Hill directly in the Con-
federate rear before his approach, which had been con-
cealed by numerous groves, was discovered by Stuart’s
Adjutant-General, who had been left behind to main-
tain communications. The leading regiment of Wynd-
ham’s Brigade was already emerging into the open
about Brandy Station, within cannon shot of Carter’s
guns. Without hesitating an instant, the young lieu-
tenant brought one of his pieces from the road to the top
of the hill and boldly pushed it to the forward crest. A
few imperfect shell and some round shot was all the am-
munition in the limbers, but with these a slow fire was at
once opened upon the enemy’s moving column, while
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first one and then another of the mounted cannoneers
was sent to inform Stuart of the peril.

The bold front which Carter put up led Gregg and
Wyndham to conclude that the hill was more formidable
than it was. At any rate, there was some hesitation on
their part and considerable delay while Clarke’s section
of Pennington’s Battery sought to prepare the road for
a charge. Every moment of this delay was precious to
the Confederates, for had Gregg succeeded in planting
his guns on Fleetwood Hill, Stuart’s position would
have been most precarious. The first courier found
Stuart among Hart’s guns near the church, and not un-
til the second message arrived, and he heard the sound
of Carter’s and Clarke’s guns in his rear, did he counter-
mand his order to Capt. Hart to ride back and verify
the report.

The 12th Virginia and the 35th Battalion were im-
mediately withdrawn from Jones’ line, 114 miles from
Fleetwood Hill, and ordered by Stuart to gallop back
to Carter’s assistance. Minutes seemed like hours to
Carter. Not a man but the cannoneers of his section
and Maj. McClellan of Stuart’s staff occupied the hill.
The enemy had been imposed upon for a time, but at
last Wyndham’s regiment in column of squadrons, with
standards and guidons fluttering, galloped forward and
commenced the ascent of the hill. Just as Carter was
retiring his guns, the enemy not 50 yards away, and the
last round having been fired, Col. Harman with the
leading files of the 12th Virginia galloped up to the
crest from behind, and without hesitating dashed at the
enemy. The rest of the regiment had strung out along
the road in great disorder due to the rapidity of his
movement, and as the men arrived in small groups, they
were no match for Wyndham’s more collected force.
Stuart arived in a few moments, having ordered Hamp-
ton and Jones to retire from the church and concentrate
at Fleetwood, while Robertson on the Kelly’s Ford
Road was advised of the situation.
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Reforming his regiment Harman desperately en-
gaged the enemy, while charge and counter-charge
swept across the face of the hill. Lieut.-Col. White, with
the 35th Battalion, had arrived shortly after Col. Har-
man, and with two squadrons dashed around the west
side of the hill, and charged three guns of Martin’s Bat-
tery, which Gregg had already brought up, driving off
the cavalry support. But the gunners stood firm and a
hand-to-hand struggle ensued, in which neither side
asked quarter. This battery was the horse battery which
Pleasonton had with him at Hazel Grove on May 2,
when together with Huntington’s batteries it repulsed
Winn’s attack. In his report, Martin says: “Once
in the battery, it became a hand-to-hand fight with pistol
and sabre between the enemy and my cannoneers and
drivers, and never did men act with more coolness and
bravery, and show more of a stern purpose to do their
duty unflinchingly, and above all to save their guns;
and while the loss of them is a matter of great regret to
me, it is a consolation and a great satisfaction to know
that I can point with pride to the fact that, of that little
band who defended the battery, not one of them flinched
for a moment from his duty. Of the 36 men that I took
into the engagement, but 6 came out safely; and of
these 80, 21 are either killed, wounded, or missing, and
scarcely one of them is there but will carry the honor-
able mark of the sabre or bullet to his grave.”

White’s men did not long retain possession of
Martin’s guns, for the few troopers he had with him
were soon surrounded by superior numbers and were
compelled to cut their way out.

When the retirement of the Confederate line com-
menced, one of Beckham’s guns, as we have seen, was
with Butler’s regiments, then engaged with Duffie; one
of Hart’s and two of McGregor’s pieces had become dis-
abled from the shock of recoil, a section of Chew’s Bat-
tery had been sent to the right to join Robertson, and
Carter’s section of this battery was at Fleetwood Hill
Thus there were but eight guns still in action at the



Tuar Loxe ArM oF LEE 591

church at the time. Ieaving Moorman’s remaining three
pieces with Jones’ 11th Virginia Regiment in position
at the church, Beckham with the rest of the artillery, in-
cluding Hart’s and MeGregor’s batteries, accompanied
Hampton’s brigades to the rear, which came into action
just after Flournoy’s Regiment of Jones’ Brigade had
charged the 6th New York Battery, a section of which it
captured, but soon relinquished. Hampton’s Brigade
advanced at a gallop in magnificent order, in column of
squadrons, with Hart’s and McGregor’s batteries
abreast of the leading line. As the column approached
the hill, its summit and the plateau east of the hill and
beyond the railroad was covered with Federal cavalry.
Diverging to his left, Hampton crossed the railroad
east of the hill, striking the enemy’s flank with the head
of his column, while Hart galloped his battery to the
crest of the hill and opened fire on the enemy who had
been driven from the summit. But he only succeeded
in firing several shots with a single gun before the car-
riage which had been partly repaired was permanently
disabled. McGregor now succeeded in placing two
pieces in position on the crest, and hardly had they gone
into action when the guns were charged by a party of the
enemy’s cavalry, which from the extreme Federal left
came thundering down the narrow ridge, striking the
unsupported batteries in flank, and trying to ride down
the cannoneers. The charge was met by the gunners
alone, who, with pistols, sabers and rammer staffs drove
the hostile troopers from among the guns and caissons.
Lieuts. Ford and Hoxton with their pistols killed both
the brave leader of the charge, Lieut.-Col. Broderick,
and Maj. Shelmire, while private Sudley of McGregor’s
Battery knocked one of the enemy from his saddle with
a sponge staff.

About the time the desperate attempt of the 1st New
Jersey Regiment to take the guns was repulsed by
Beckham, Jones’ last Regiment with Moorman’s three
guns arrived from the church, as did Capt. Chew with
the section which had been with Robertson. Beckham



592 Tae LoNe ArRM oF Lzr

quickly placed every available gun in position along the
crest and opened fire upon the enemy about Brandy
Station.

Hampton was more than holding his own on the
plain to the east, but the enemy was still contending for
Brandy Station, and a few were desperately defending
Martin’s silent guns near the eastern base of the hill.
Lomax’s 11th Virginia spreading out on both sides of
the road to the station finally charged the latter, rode
completely over Martin’s guns and pursued the de-
fenders for some distance down the Stevensburg Road.
In the meantime, Hampton had, after a desperate hand-
to-hand fight with pistol and saber, overborne the enemy
in his front and followed upon their heels until com-
pelled by the well-directed fire of Beckham’s guns to
forego the pursuit. It was impossible even at close
quarters by reason of the dust and smoke to tell friend
from foe, and Beckham, rather than lose the effect of his
fire, continued to direct it upon the immense mass of
horsemen flying down the road in his front. The ar-
tillery fire from Fleetwood Hill was most accurate and
effective and had, before the withdrawal of the enemy
commenced, several times broken the formations of his
cavalry.

Meantime W. H. F. Lee’s Brigade with one regiment
of Jones’ Brigade and Johnston’s section of Breathed’s
Battery had, by threatening Buford’s rear, kept the
latter’s force from advancing to the aid of Gregg, in
spite of the fact that the direct route lay practically
open, and before dispositions could be made for the ad-
vance Gregg had been repulsed. As soon as Gregg
withdrew, Stuart promptly formed a new line along
the eastern slope of the range of hills which, commenc-
ing at Fleetwood, extended irregularly to the river at
Welford’s Ford. Soon after Jones withdrew from the
church, exposing W. H. F. Lee’s right flank, the latter
retired and occupied the hills overlooking the Thomp-
son house, his line connecting with and prolonging that
which Stuart had established. Munford, with Fitz
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Lee’s Brigade, was momentarily expected to arrive and
occupy the commanding ground about the Welford
house.

To the South, Duffie had arrived near Brandy Station
in time to cover Gregg’s withdrawal by Rappahannock
Ford, and the activity of the Federals was now shifted
to Buford, who, extending further and further to his
right, until W. H. F. Lee’s left was enveloped, launched
an attack from the high ground just south and west of
the Green House. The movement of the enemy had
forced Johnston to withdraw his guns about 2 ». M., and
in doing so he was joined by Breathed with the other
section of his battery, the whole retiring from point to
point and firing upon the advancing Federals. Buford
now sent forward a part of his infantry, and followed
up its advance with a mounted charge of two regiments,
which was quickly repelled. In the struggle W. H. F.
Lee was wounded about 4:30 p. M. Before the attack
had been repulsed Munford arrived on W. H. F. Lee’s
left with three regiments of Fitz Lee’s Brigade from
Oak Shade and at once threw forward a heavy line of
skirmishers with which Breathed’s Battery advanced.
But Buford was already falling back upon Beverly
Ford. Munford followed the Federals up closely while
Breathed doggedly hung upon their heels with three
guns and plied the retreating column from every avail-
able position until the pursuers were checked by the
enemy’s infantry and several batteries in position near
the ford.

Pleasonton afterwards attributed his retirement to
the fact that the purpose of his reconnaissance had been
accomplished since the presence of the Confederate
Infantry at Brandy Station was developed by his
column. But he must have kept his information from
Hooker, who on the 12th of June was, according to his
own words, entirely in the dark as to the Confederate
movements on his right, and Gen. Lee’s intentions.*
Pleasonton’s statement that the Confederate Infantry

*Conduct of War, Vol. I, p. 158.
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was seen disentraining at Brandy Station is wholly
false, for the first division of Ewell’s Corps marched to
Stuart’s assistance from Rixeyville, four miles north of
Culpeper Courthouse, by way of Botts’ farm to Brandy
Station, and did not begin to arrive at the latter point
until Pleasonton had made his dispositions to withdraw.
So again it i1s seen how prone to error this “Knight of
Romance” was.

The battle of Brandy Station has been gone into in
some detail, because it was the first engagement in which
mounted troops were almost exclusively engaged on
both sides, and because it was one in which the Confeder-
ate Horse Artillery displayed a most surprising degree
of mobility. Its successful employment was in marked
contrast to the comparatively ineffective use of the Fed-
eral batteries. At every important point of the field, we
have found Beckham’s guns playing a leading réle, but
we search in vain for any material influence which the
guns of Pleasonton’s column bore upon the issue. The
few which were brought into prominent action were
handled with great courage by the gunners, but they ap-
parently had little or no effect, whereas the position
taken by Beckham at the church had proved the nucleus
about which the whole defense formed. Furthermore,
the fire of Beckham’s massed batteries at that point had
practically brought Buford’s column to a standstill, en-
abling W. H. F. Lee to move upon the Federal flank
and check all hope of successful attack until the Federal
front could be partially changed to meet his threat, and
in the defense of L.ee’s line, almost at right angles to
that of Jones’ and Hampton’s, Johnston’s two guns had
played an important part.

Again, when Gregg had all but occupied Fleetwood
Hill with his batteries, it was Carter’s section of Chew’s
Battery which snatched the opportunity from the enemy
and by the unaided efforts of a handful of bold gunners
saved Stuart, certainly from defeat, if not from a rout.
Beckham’s rapid movement with Hampton to the rear
and the prompt massing of his batteries at' Fleetwood
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not only secured the position which Carter had pre-
vented Gregg from taking, but contributed materially
to the breaking of the Federal column on the plain be-
low with which Hampton was desperately engaged,
and the fire of the batteries was most effective upon the
retreating enemy. One of Moorman’s guns had ren-
dered splendid service with Butler’s regiment in oppos-
ing Duflie, while Chew with a section of his battery
in moving to the support of Robertson’s Brigade on the
Kellysville Road, and then rapidly back to Fleetwood
at Beckham’s summons, had traversed the field from
end to end in time to arrive at the decisive point at the
critical moment. The movements of the various bat-
teries of Beckham’s command exhibited not only re-
markable mobility, and a rare ability on the battalion
commander’s part to obtain concert of action between
his battery units, but also a most exceptional amount
of initiative on the part of his battery commanders who,
when assigned a special mission by direct order or by
chance, solved the problem which fell to them with skill
and determination.

In no battle of the war did the Artillery display a
higher degree of independence. This was as it should
have been, for if one objection to horse artillery exists,
it is as to its vulnerability on account of the large tar-
get it presents while in motion due to the great number
of animals it requires. Then, too, it is sometimes
argued that much time is lost in the care and disposition
of the cannoneers’ mounts. But such objections are
specious, and, even were they material, would be more
than counterbalanced by the celerity of movement and
the consequent diminishment in the time of exposure.
However this may be, Beckham’s batteries certainly
proved the ability of the Confederate Horse Artillery
to take care of itself, for twice in one day the same
batteries were ridden over by the enemy’s cavalry, and
yet the gunners managed to save themselves and their
material from harm by their own defensive power. Not
so much as a trace was cut, nor a team stampeded by
the enemy. It is true this immunity from serious injury
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was due, in a measure, to the fact that the troopers
who got in among the guns on both occasions were
mounted, and therefore unable to secure the guns, etc.,
which they might have captured had the attacking force
been dismounted. But, then it must be remembered that
the speed of the mounted men alone enabled the enemy
to reach the guns which would have been quite impos-
sible under the circumstances of each case for foot
troops. It was that same mobility which made it pos-
sible for Hart and McGregor to move at the head of
Hampton’s Brigade from the church to Fleetwood Hill,
that made it possible for Smith to dash across the open
in the face of the artillery, and for Broderick to rush
down upon the flank of the guns before they could
change front.

But even when cavalry possesses the requisite bold-
ness and dash to accomplish such feats as those of
Smith’s and Broderick’s men, the gunners will always
possess a great advantage in the brief hand-to-hand
conflict which will ensue, for the majority of the mounted
men will as a rule pass on through the guns, unable to
draw rein. 'This was certainly the case in both instances
when Beckham’s batteries were reached by the Federal
cavalry, and also when Flournoy charged Clarke’s and
Martin’s batteries. In the last instance, the Federal
gunners remanned their guns after Flournoy swept by,
and continued in action until finally overpowered by
Lomax, by whom the three guns were turned over to
Haxrt’s Battery, the gunners of which opened fire with
two of the captured pieces.

In the battle of Brandy Station, the Confederate Ar-
tillery loss was 1 killed, 10 wounded, and 1 missing, the
heaviest individual battery loss being in Moorman’s
Battery, in which there were 1 man killed, 3 wounded,
and 1 captured.*

*Maj. McCleilan, in his history of Stuart’s campaigns, does not mention
Moorman’s Battery in connection with this battle, and in the excellent account
of the battle by Lieut. G. W. Beale, 9th Va. Cavairy, which appeared in the
Richmond Times-Dispatch, of August 11, 1912, no mention whatever of Moor-
man’s Battery is made. DBut see Beckham's report and the history of the
battery by Capt. J. J. Shoemaker, p. 39. The author also has a letter from
Capt. Shoemaker, who was 1st Lieutenant of the battery at the time, graphically
describing the part of the battery in the battle.
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Some idea of the ammunition expenditure of the
Horse Artillery may be gathered from the fact that a
single piece of Chew’s Battery is reported by its gun-
ner to have fired during the engagement 160 rounds.
But that such an enormous expenditure for a single
piece was by no means general is proved by the fact that
this gun burnt out at the breech before the day was over,
and was turned in as disabled.*

Of the part of the Artillery in the fight, Stuart in his
report has to say: ‘“The conduct of the Horse Ar-
tillery, under that daring and efficient officer, Maj. R. F.
Beckham, deserves the highest praise. Not one piece
was ever in the hands of the enemy, though at times the
cannoneers had to fight, pistol and sword in hand, in its
defense. The officers and men behaved with the great-
est gallantry and the mangled bodies of the enemy
show the effectiveness of their fire.”

We must now leave Stuart and the Horse Artillery
in order to follow the movements of the main army.
But, before doing so, it should be said that in all the
operations of the cavalry leading up to Gettysburg,
Beckham’s guns took an active part. It should also
be said that in crossing the Potomac at Rowser’s Ford
on the 27th of June, the practice of submerging the
guns and caissons and towing them across stream on
the river bottom while the ammunition was carried over
in feed bags, was resorted to by Beckham and was,
therefore, not one exclusively employed by Forrest in
the west, as some writers seem to think.

*Three Years in the Confederate Horse Aritillery, Neese, p. 179.



CHAPTER XXX

FROM FREDERICKSBURG TO GETTYSBURG

Durineg the winter of 1862-63, Jackson had caused
his Topographical Engineer to prepare a detailed map
of the districts through which it would be necessary to
pass in going from the lower Valley through Maryland
to Pennsylvania.* This map was the most accurate and
remarkable one of its kind made during the war. It
showed every defensive position from Winchester to
Carlisle, and upon a study of this map Lee matured
his plans for the next campaign, which he desired to
make a decisive one. Longstreet proposed to send a
force into Tennessee to unite with Bragg and Johnston,
the latter then being at Vicksburg, which place it was im-
possible for him to save. By concentrating such a large
force in 'Tennessee, Longstreet believed Rosecrans .
could be crushed, Cincinnati threatened, and Grant
drawn off from Vicksburg.tf But Lee preferred to in-
vade the North, agreeing with Longstreet that in taking
this step the campaign should be offensive in strategy,
but defensive in tactics. ILee’s idea was to force Hooker
to attack him in a strong position of his own selection
and he no doubt felt as Jackson did when he said “we
sometimes fail to drive the enemy out of his position,
but they always fail to drive us out of ours.”

Gen. Lee’s decision was reached near the close of
May and by the 1st of June he had completed his ar-
rangements for the ensuing campaign. Before the
movement began, his plans were so fully matured and
made with such precision that the exact locality at which
a conflict with the enemy was expected to take place was
indicated on his map. 'This locality was the town of
Gettysburg.f He was satisfied that if he could defeat

*Prepared by Capt. Jed Hotchkiss of his staff.
tLee’s Invasion of Pennsylvania, Longstreet; Battles and Lecaders, p 245
also see From Manassas to Appomattow, Longstreet, p. 336.

tMemoirs of Robert E. Lee, Long, pp. 267, 268.
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the Federal Army he could also drive it across the Sus-
quehanna and possess himself of Maryland, Western
Pennsylvania, probably West Virginia and Washing-
ton, as well as relieve the pressure in the west and south-
west. The plan being fully approved by Mr. Davis in
a personal interview, Lee commenced the movement on
June 2 by sending Ewell’s Corps to Culpeper Court-
house, soon followed by Longstreet, while A. P. Hill
was left in observation of the enemy at Frederickshurg,
charged with the duty of screening the movement to
the west. By the 8th of June, the main body of the
Army was concentrated in the neighborhood of Cul-
peper Courthouse, from which point Lee on the 9th
was able to send forward some of his infantry and
Carter’s and Alexander’s battalions of artillery to the
relief of Stuart at Brandy Station when, as we have
seen, he was assailed by Pleasonton.

On the 5th, when preparations were in progress for
the removal of army headquarters from Iredericks-
burg, two corps having already left, the enemy ap-
peared in force on the opposite bank, and in the after-
noon opened a heavy artillery fire near the mouth of
Deep Run, under cover of which they established a
pontoon bridge, over which a small body of infantry
was crossed. 'The evening and night was spent by
Pendleton in establishing the artillery defense with
the batteries of the 3d Corps, but the enemy’s move-
ment proved to be a feint, and soon after midday of the
6th, in company with the Commander-in-Chief, the
Chief of Artillery proceeded to Culpeper, arriving there
the morning of the 7th. The Artillery of the 1st and
2d Corps had accompamnied their respective corps to the
point of concentration.

June 10, Ewell’s Corps left Culpeper for the Valley.
Milroy’s Federal Division, about 9,000 strong, oc-
cupied Winchester, while McReynolds’ Brigade held
Berryville. Kelly’s Division of about 10,000 men was
at Harper’s Ferry with a detachment of 1,200 infantry
and a battery, under Col. Smith, at Martinsburg. Kwell
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reached Cedarville, via Chester Gap on the evening of
the 12th, whence he detached Jenkins’ Cavalry Brigade
with Griffin’s Battery, and Rodes’ Division with Car-
ter’s Battalion to capture McReynolds who, discover-
ing the approach of the Confederates, withdrew to
Winchester. Rodes then pushed on to Martinsburg,
and by the fire of Carter’s Battalion, almost unaided,
drove the garrison out of its works and across the Po-
tomac at Shepherdstown. Smith’s Federal battery in
retreating by the Williamsport Road was pursued by
Jenkins, and lost five guns with all their caissons, teams,
and 400 rounds of ammunition. In the meantime,
Ewell with Early’s and Johnson’s divisions and the
corps artillery had arrived near Winchester on the
evening of the 12th The next morning Karly’s Divi-
sion, with Jones’ and Dance’s battalions of artlllery,
was ordered to Newtown, where they were joined by a
battalion of Maryland infantry and Griffin’s Battery.
Johnson moved along the direct road from Front Royal
to Winchester driving in the enemy’s pickets, while
Early advanced along the pike to Kernstown and then
to the left so as to gain a position northwest of the
town, from which the defensive works could be attacked
with advantage. While Early was maneuvering for
a position, Johnson formed line of battle two miles from
the town preparatory to making an attack and was
opened upon by a battery of artillerv near the Mill-
wood Road. Col. Andrews at once brought up Carpen-
ter’s Battery in command of Lieut. W. T. Lambie,
which from a position to the left of the Front Royal
Road blew up one of the enemy’s caissons and drove off
his guns. But almost immediately 12 or 15 long-range
pieces in and near the town uncovered and opened upon
Lambie’s guns, forcing them to retire. Dement’s Bat-
tery in reserve also suffered some loss and was driven
from the field.

It was late in the day before Early was ready to at-
tack. His progress had been opposed by a battery on
Pritchard’s Hill, which compelled him to make a longer
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detour than he had anticipated. But finally Hays’
Brigade was moved around through the woods to the
Cedar Creek Pike, and along the road to a suitable
position, from which to assail Pritchard’s Hill. This
hill was found by Hays to be occupied by a considerable
force of infantry, as well as by the battery, and Gordon
was sent by the same route pursued by Hays, to join the
latter in the attack. Together Hays and Gordon drove
the enemy across the Cedar Creek Pike, and Abraham’s
Creek as far as Milltown Mills, and into their fortifica-
tions on Bower’s Hill, the latter being an exceptionally
strong position, well defended by artillery, and most
difficult of access by reason of the boggy creek bed in
its front. During the retirement of the enemy from
Bower’s Hill, Maj. Latimer directed Carpenter from
the position to which he had retired to open with a section
of rifled pieces upon them, which was done with ex-
cellent effect, but again the enemy’s massed artillery
actively replied, whereupon about dark Latimer with-
drew the battery and placed it in park with the rest of
Andrews’ Battalion, which was not engaged again
that night or the following day. Early reformed his
division, three brigades in the front line and one in re-
serve, while the enemy vigorously shelled his troops and
Lambie’s guns further to the right. Night fell before
the attack could be organized and the men slept in
position on their arms, while a terrific storm raged and
torrents of rain fell upon them.

During the night, the Federal artillery was with-
drawn from Bower’s Hill and the south and west side
of the town, only a thin line of skirmishers being left
to confront Early and Johnson. Before 9 a. M. on the
14th, Early gained Bower’s Hill, from which Ewell was
able to see the enemy’s main work to the northwest of
the town. Early was accordingly directed to move to
the west of the town and seize a small open work near
the Pughtown Road, which commanded the main work,
while about 11 a. M. Johnson moved east of the town to
divert attention from Karly and interfere as much as
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possible with the work of fortification which the Fed-
erals were busily engaged in. He accordingly advanced
to a point between the Millwood and Berryville roads
and threw forward a regiment in skirmish order which
successfully engrossed the enemy’s attention.

Leaving Gordon’s Brigade and the Maryland Bat-
talion with Griffin’s and Hupp’s batteries at Bower’s
Hill, Early with the rest of his division, Jones’ Bat-
talion of artillery under Capt. Carrington, and Brown’s
Battalion, less Hupp’s Battery, under Capt. Dance,
moved by a long circuit of some ten miles under cover
of the intervening ridges and woods, and about 4 p. M.
gained a wooded hill (one of the ranges known as Little
North Mountain), opposite the enemy’s position and
within easy artillery range of it. While Col. Jones was
engaged in placing the guns the men were allowed to
rest. At the north extremity of the ridge, just south
of the Pughtown Road, a cornfield, and at the south end
an orchard, afforded excellent positions for artillery to
fire upon the opposing works. 'The enemy had no
pickets thrown out towards the north and west, although
their main advanced work consisted of a bastion front
facing Early’s position. From this work a line of
parapets ran northward about 150 yards across the
Pughtown Road to a small redoubt, occupied by two
guns and an infantry support. So completely were the
Federals unaware of Early’s presence, that two miles to
the right of the position he had gained, the rear of their
line confronting Gordon at Bower’s Hill could be seen.

Jones immediately upon arriving at the ridge care-
fully reconnoitered the position with his battery com-
manders and directed a battery of his own and two
batteries of Dance’s Battalion, 12 guns in all, to be
brought up by Dance to the position on the right of the
ridge, which position was about three-fourths of a mile
to the left front of the bastion. Carrington with two
of Jones’ batteries was then directed to occupy the
cornfield on the left of the ridge, a position somewhat
nearer the enemy’s work, well to its right front, and
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from which it could be partially enfiladed. All of the
guns were held under cover on the rear crest im-
mediately in rear of the positions assigned them, extra
ammunition brought up, and each battery commander
and gunner pointed out his special portion of the target.
The remaining batteries were held in reserve at the rear
base of the ridge, ready to relieve those in position.

Hays’ Brigade, with Smith in support, was brought
up by Early and prepared to advance under cover of
Jones’ fire. When the infantry had been refreshed
after a rest of about two hours, Jones gave the signal
for Dance and Carrington to open. Instantly the
twenty guns were pushed forward to the military crest
by hand and opened simultaneously, crossing their fire
on the opposing works. The Federal guns immediately
opposite Early’s position were helpless from the first,
although an effort was made to keep them m action.
As soon as the Confederate fire commenced, the line
opposite Gordon began to fall back towards the main
work, and it was upon these troops that Latimer, east of
the Pike, caused Lambie to fire.

If the guns in the bastion and the small work on its
right replied to Carrington’s group Dance was free to
fire upon them with the greatest deliberation, and if
they shifted to the Confederate right group, Carring-
ton’s nearer group had necessarily to be neglected by
them. Nor were they able under the most accurate
cross-fire of the two groups to concentrate with effect
upon Hays’ line as it advanced leisurely across the in-
tervening space. 'The works constructed for their
cover were well defined targets for the Confederate gun-
ners, who had no doubt whatever as to their true ob-
jective, and under such circumstances it was but a
question of a few minutes before a superiority of fire
was attained by the Confederate guns in their unex-
pected and suddenly disclosed positions.

As soon as Early had seen that the Federal defense
was overwhelmed by the fire of his artillery, he had
sent Hays Brigade forward, the men of which ad-
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vanced without molestation across the open to within
200 yards of the enemy’s works. Within thirty minutes
the hostile fire was completely subdued, and the de-
fenders began to leave their intrenchments and fall back
upon the supports forming in the rear, whereupon the
signal for Jones to cease firing was given and the Con-
federate assaulting column rushed up the slope, through
the brushwood abattis, and into the larger work,
bayoneting the cannoneers who remained at their
posts. Of the six rifled guns in this work, two were
immediately turned upon the fleeing enemy and the
troops forming to advance to the support of the
captured lme. 'The Federals now abandoned the small
works to the north of the bastion, which were promptly
occupied by Smith’s men, whereupon Dance shifted
his fire to the main Federal fort, holding his original
position in order that he might sweep the opposite ridge,
should it be recovered by the enemy.

The occupancy of the whole line of detached works
gave the Confederates complete command over the main
Federal position. Thus had the artillery, much as at
Harper’s Ferry the vear before, but with even smaller
loss, enabled the infantry to seize an exceptionally
strong defensive line. No wonder the latter was filled
with enthusiasm for the gunners.

In the operations leading up to so successful a re-
sult Jones and his battery commanders displayed
marked ability and most excellent judgment. In the
first place, though always well up to the front in the
turning movement, they exhibited no undue haste, and
before rushing into position saved time and guarded
against mistakes by thoroughly reconnoitering the
position to be occupied by the guns. This having been
done, the batteries were brought up quietly, and without
the slightest confusion assigned their tasks. Nor were
the pieces exposed until the instant all were ready to
open fire. The method of bringing them into action on
this occasion is known as “creeping.” Although a most
ordinary proceedure, and one which common sense
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would always seem to dictate in circumstances like those
in which Jones found himself placed, a perfect storm of
discussion concerning “creeping” at one time broke out
among the artillerymen of the Continent, the pros and
cons appearing in numerous pamphlets.* It is such
artificial issues that overcome the patience of practical
soldiers to whom it seems that they have no place what-
ever in serious treatises on the technique and tactics of
artillery.

As soon as Hays and Smith had secured the hill, Car-
rington moved his eight guns to its crest. In the mean-
time, Hays had been reénforced by Smith, and had with
the captured guns dispersed the column which en-
deavored to recapture the position. An attack upon
Gordon’s position at Bower’s Hill had also been re-
pulsed, so that the Federals contented themselves by
turning all the guns in the main fort and those in the
redoubt on the ridge to its north upon Early, to which
Jones replied as soon as he had brought up his bat-
teries. From the captured position the Confederate
guns were able to fire into both of these works, as well
as upon the infantry masses near them, and continued
in action until nightfall. Although Hays’ and Smith’s
brigades had been formed along the rear crest of the
ridge for an attack upon the main work of the enemy,
the number of the latter, the difficulty of the interven-
ing ground, and the growing darkness, all combined,
rendered a further advance unadvisable. But it was
apparent to all that the enemy had suffered severely
from Jones’ fire and that his position was untenable.
Furthermore, Jones had early in the night brought all
of his guns up and placed them behind the abandoned
works.

Anticipating that Milroy would endeavor to escape
during the night, Ewell, just after dark, ordered John-
son with a part of his division, and Lieut.-Col. Andrews
with Dement’s Battery of Napoleons, and Raine’s

*See IMield Artillery With the Other Arms, May, p. 126; also see Von.
Schell, p. 43.
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and Carpenter’s rifled sections, eight guns in all, to move
to a point about 214 miles north of Winchester on the
Martinsburg Pike to intercept the enemy’s retreat, or
to attack from the north at daylight, in concert with
Early and Gordon, should he hold his ground. The
remainder of Andrews’ Battalion was left with Lati-
mer in front of Winchester, somewhat to the southeast
of the town.

Finding the direct road to the designated point al-
most impassable in the night, Johnson moved across
country until he struck the road leading from the Win-
chester and Martinsburg Pike to Charles Town, and
marched via Jordan Springs towards Stephenson’s De-
pot, five miles from Winchester. By 8 a. M. he was
within four miles of the Martinsburg Pike, marching
rapidly towards it, Andrews’ guns well closed up upon
the infantry. As the head of the column reached the
railroad some 200 yards from the pike, it was discovered
that the enemy, who had abandoned all his guns, was
moving north in full retreat, and almost instantly the fire
of musketry broke out between the heads of the two
columns. Johnson promptly formed his infantry in line
across the Winchester-Harper’s Ferry Road, over
which he had approached the pike, a stone wall provid-
ing excellent cover for the men. In the meantime, the
batteries had been halted about 200 vards from the rail-
road, and the leading gun of Dement’s Battery ordered
forward to the depot, whence it was directed to be placed
in the road near the railroad bridge. Soon the other
ptece of the same section of Dement’s Battery was
ordered to occupy a position on the left of the road, and
well to the front. Neither of these pieces was able to
fire upon the pike at this time, however, on account of
the skirmishers in their front. But soon the skirmishers
fell back, followed by the enemy, and Dement’s guns
opened with canister at a range of less than 150 yards,
and became desperately engaged in defending them-
selves against the Federal infantry. Andrews now
posted Dement’s second section and Raine’s section



Tae LoNne ArM oF LEE 607

along the edge of the woods to the left of the road, and
somewhat further from the pike than Dement’s two
guns, and Lambie’s section of Carpenter’s Battery at
a point about 200 yards to the right of the road to guard
the flank of Johnson’s line. Hardly had these dis-
positions been made when Milroy came on with his infan-
try and cavalry, and attacked, making repeated and
desperate efforts to cut his way through to Martinsburg.
The 1,200 men which Johnson had in his first line were
now reénforced by Walker’s belated brigade, and after
failing in several frontal attacks, and then in an effort
to turn the Confederate flanks, a part of the Federal
column, some 2,300 men, surrendered. 'The rest
scattered through the woods and fields, Milroy himself,
with about 250 cavalry escaping to Harper’s Ferry, but
before morning, the Confederate cavalry had rounded
up many of the Federal stragglers.

In the fighting at Stephenson’s Depot, Andrews
handled his guns with remarkable ability, all of them
being heavily engaged with the enemy’s infantry at
close range for nearly two hours. The guns were shifted
from point to point with unusual celerity, and met each
attempt to turn Johnson’s flanks with a well directed
and rapid fire of canister, following up the enemy’s
dispersed groups after his column was broken. One of
Raine’s guns, with an infantry support of but seven men,
compelled several hundred Federals retreating in dis-
order along the Jordan Springs Road to surrender.
This instance illustrates the tremendous moral influence
of pursuing guns upon disorganized troops. Especially
effective was one of Dement’s guns which during the
action occupied the railroad bridge and held it against
a large body of the enemy that endeavored to cut its
way over. In this section commanded by Lieut. Contee,
the loss was 1 killed and 13 wounded, the latter includ-
ing the section commander. In the same section, 15
horses were killed or disabled.

In his account of the affair, Gen. Edward Johnson
says: “Before closing the report, I beg leave to state
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that I have never seen superior artillery practice to that
of Andrews’ Battalion in this engagement, and
especially the section under Lieut. Contee (Dement’s
Battery), one gun of which was placed on the bridge
above referred to, and the other a little to the left and
rear. Both pieces were very much exposed during the
whole action. TFour successive attempts were made to
carry the bridge. Two sets of cannoneers (13 out of
16) were killed and disabled. Lieut.-Col. Andrews and
Lieut. Contee, whose gallantry calls for special mention,
fell wounded at this point. Lieut. John A. Morgan,
First North Carolina Regiment, and Iieut. Ran-
dolph H. McKim, took the place of the disabled can-
noneers, rendering valuable assistance, and deserving
special mention.”*

Johnson’s total loss in the operations of the 13th,
14th, and 15th was but 14 killed, and 74 wounded.
Some idea of the desperate work done by Andrews’
gunners at Stephenson’s Depot may be got from the
fact that on that occasion he lost 2 men killed, 2 officers
and 12 men wounded, more than 10 per cent of those en-
gaged, whereas the infantry loss was less than 2 per
cent of the force engaged. The total number of
captured Federals was about 4,000, including 108 of-
ficers. The enemy abandoned 300 loaded wagons, 300
horses, a large quantity of commissary and quarter-
master stores, and all their guns. Including those
captured by Early, 23 pieces of ordnance were secured.
Ewell’s total loss was 47 killed, 219 wounded, and 3
missing, aggregate 269.

Ewell at once informed Rodes at Martinsburg of
Milroy’s flight, but as Jenkins was on the Potomac near
Williamsport on the morning of the 15th, there was no
cavalry with which Rodes could intercept the escaping
Federals. That evening, Rodes crossed the river at
Williamsport with three brigades, sending Jenkins for-
ward to Chambersburg, and on the 19th moved his entire

*See account of this affair in Recollections of a &Soldier, by the Rev.
Randoiph H. McKim.
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division to Hagerstown, where he encamped on the road
to Boonsborough, while Johnson crossed to Sharpsburg,
and Early moved to Shepherdstown to threaten
Harper’s Ferry. In these positions, Ewell’s divisions
rested until June 21, while Longstreet and Hill closed
up. The 2d Corps in a brief series of operations had not
only swept the route clear for the advance, with the ex-
ception of 11,000 Federals at Harper’s Ferry, but had
secured 28 pieces of superior ordnance with which to
complete the armament of its batteries besides turning
over the surplus guns and a large amount of supplies to
the Army.

On June 13, as Ewell’s Corps approached Win-
chester, Hooker put his army in motion from Falmouth
for Manassas. His plan to interpose between Lee’s
flanks was opposed by Lincoln, Halleck and Stanton,
in spite of the fact that the Army of Northern Virginia
was spread over a distance of more than 100 miles, and
as Lincoln surmised, “was very slim somewhere.” When
Hooker abandoned his position along Stafford Heights,
Hill started on the 14th for the Valley via Culpeper
Courthouse and Front Royal, Garnett’s, Poague’s, and
Cutts’ battalions accompanying Heth’s, Pender’s, and
Anderson’s divisions, respectively, with the battalions
of McIntosh and Pegram organized as a corps reserve.

Longstreet’s Corps, with Henry’s, Cabell’s, and
Dearing’s battalions accompanying Hood’s, Mclaws’,
and Pickett’s divisions, respectively, and Alexander’s
and KEshleman’s battalions organized as the corps re-
serve, left Culpeper on the 15th and moved along the
eastern slope of the Blue Ridge to cover the gaps. Hill
passed in rear of Longstreet, and when he was safely in
the Valley, the latter moved westward through Snicker’s
and Ashby’s gaps, the two corps uniting near Win-
chester about the 20th. The march along the eastern
slope of the Blue Ridge had been an arduous one for
Walton’s battalions, for not only were the roads fol-
lowed extremely rough and difficult, and the heat op-
pressive, but the artillery was frequently called upon to
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make long digressions from the route to support the
cavalry and detachments of infantry in meeting the
threats of the enemy on the flank of the column. The
Cavalry with the Horse Artillery had, while endeavor-
ing to screen the movement, been almost constantly en-
gaged, encountering the enemy at Aldie, Middleburg,
and Upperville, and losing over 500 men in these
operations.

On the 16th the Chief of Artillery, after a week of
strenuous labor at Culpeper supervising the organiza-
tion of the artillery trains, and assisting in arranging
for the reserve supply of ammunition, left for the
Valley and soon joined army headquarters which was
with the 1st Corps. Between the 23d and 25th, after
resting in camp near Millwood and Berryville for four
or five days, the 1st Corps crossed the Potomac at
Williamsport, and the 3d Corps at Shepherdstown.
Robertson’s and Jones’ brigades of cavalry with Moor-
man’s and Breathed’s batteries remained at Ashby’s
Gap, while Chew’s, McGregor’s, and Hart’s batteries,
as we have seen, accompanied Stuart in his movement
around the enemy’s rear with Hampton’s, Fitz Lee’s,
and W. H. F. Lee’s brigades.

On the 21st, Gen. Lee ordered Ewell to move for-
ward and take possession of Harrisburg, and the fol-
lowing day Rodes and Johnson with Carter’s and An-
drews’ battalions, the latter under Latimer, and Early
with Jones’ Battalion, took up the march. Rodes and
Johnson proceeded via Chambersburg to Carlisle, and
Early’s Division moved via Greenwood and Gettysburg
to York, with orders to join the main body at Carlisle
after destroying the Northern Central Roalroad, and
the bridge across the Susquehanna at Wrightsville.
Brown’s and Nelson’s battalions organized as the corps
reserve accompanied Johnson’s Division.

On the 25th and 26th, Hooker also crossed his army
over the Potomac at Edward’s Ferry, and moved to the
vicinity of Frederick. Here he threatened the Con-
federate rear through the South Mountain passes,
should Lee move north, and also covered Washington,
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but he soon found that his hands were tied by Stanton
and Halleck, who did everything possible to compel his
resignation, which was tendered and accepted on the
27th. At midnight, Meade was placed in command of
the Army of the Potomac. Meanwhile, Lee with the
1st and 3d corps had reached Chambersburg and
ordered Longstreet and Hill to join Ewell at Harris-
burg. Ewell with Johnson’s and Rodes’ divisions had
reached Carlisle. The following day, the 28th, Early
reached York and sent Gordon forward to destroy the
bridge, which was done, however, by a small party of
Federal militia, falling back before the Confederate ad-
vance. Gen Lee did not learn until this day of Hooker’s
crossing, for Stuart with the larger part of the cavalry
was entirely out of touch with the Army, and Robert-
son with his own and Jones’ Brigade had not moved
into Pennsylvania with the Army. Therefore, Lee was
in utter ignorance of the movements of the enemy (just
as Hooker had been at Chancellorsville), until one of
Longstreet’s spies arrived about midnight on the 28th,
with accurate information as to the position of five of
Meade’s corps, and Lee now learned that Meade was
at Frederick. That the absence of Stuart from the
immediate front and flank of the Army during its ad-
vance into Pennsylvania was a grievous error on some-
body’s part seems certain, but the point cannot be gone
into at length here. It is by no means clear, however,
that the mistake is justly attributable to Stuart. Be-
fore he separated from the Army with the larger part
of his division, he placed one brigade and part of another
in immediate touch with army headquarters, and this
force was at all times subject to the directions of
Stuart’s superiors. The force was not used, but that was
not Stuart’s fault. Stuart certainly had the sanction of
Gen. Lee for the movement he undertook, and if the
troops he left with the Army had been properly em-
ployed, irrespective of what orders Stuart may have left
with Robertson, the absence of the cavalry would never
have been assigned as one of the causes of the Confeder-
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ate reverses in Pennsylvania. There is much ground for
the belief that I.ee counted on Stuart doing that which
he had authorized Stuart to leave for Robertson to do,
whereas Robertson, without direct orders from Lee
failed to do without any fault on his part what Stuart
would have done in similar eircumstances. It would,
therefore, seem that Lee suffered more from the ab-
sence of Stuart than from that of the cavalry, some of
which he had but did not use; and again, it may be said,
that since Stuart was authorized to separate from the
Army of Lee, the latter as commander-in-chief must
bear the blame for all consequent mishaps.*

As soon as Lee learned of Hooker’s move across the
Potomac and that the Federal army was marching to-
wards South Mountain, he at once arrested the move-
ments of his corps which had been hitherto ordered and
determined to concentrate his army at Cashtown. Hill’s
Corps was accordingly ordered to move toward that
point on the 29th, and Longstreet to follow the next
day, leaving Pickett’s Division at Chambersburg to
guard the rear until relieved by Imboden’s command
from the Valley. KEwell was also recalled from Carlisle
to the point of concentration, and on the evening of the
30th his reserve artillery and trains with Johnson’s
Division as an escort arrived near Chambersburg, and
Ewell himself with Early and Rodes reached Heidlers-
burg. Since Jenkins’ Brigade with Griffin’s Battery,
which had covered Ewell’s advance towards Harrisburg,
were the only mounted troops present, the advance of
the Federals upon Gettysburg was unknown. Heth’s
Division of Hill’s Corps had reached Cashtown on the
29th, and the following morning Pettigrew’s Brigade
of that division, which had been sent forward to pro-
cure a supply of shoes, found Gettyshurg occupied by
the enemy, and returned nine miles to Cashtown, its
commander being unwilling to hazard an attack with his

*See Stuart’s Cavalry in the Gettysburg Campaign, Mosby; also Col. Mosby’s
and Col. Robertson’s articles in Battles and Leaders; Campaigns of Stuart’s

Cavalry, McClellan ; The Batile of Gettysburg, Henderson; and numerous other
authorities pro and con.
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single brigade. Buford had early on the morning of
the 29th crossed into and moved up the Cumberland
Valley, via Boonesborough and Fairfield, with Gamble’s
and Devens’ cavalry brigades, after sending Merritt’s
to Mechanicstown as a guard for his trains, and on
Tuesday afternoon, June 30, under instructions from
Pleasonton had entered Gettysburg.

Meade, who, like L.ee, desired to fight a defensive
battle, very soon after taking command on the 28th
selected a strong position for his line along Parr’s Ridge,
behind Pipe Creek. This ridge formed the divide be-
tween the waters of the Potomac and Chesapeake Bay.
From Gettysburg, near the eastern base of the Green
Ridge and covering all the upper passes into Cumber-
land Valley, good roads led to all important points be-
tween the Susquehanna and the Potomac, as a result
of which the town was of great strategic importance.
On the west of the town, distant nearly half a mile, there
is a somewhat elevated ridge running north and south
with the Lutheran Seminary on the crest. This ridge,
known as Seminary Ridge, was covered throughout its
whole length with open woods. I‘rom the crest the
ground slopes gradually to the west, and again rising
forms another ridge about 500 y<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>